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True Faith will produce good Works, 
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= The Nature of Faith, and its powerful In- 
." & fluence on the Heart and Life; together 
N with the contrary Nature and Effects of 
BY Unbeliet: And Anſwers to various Objec- 
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A brief View of the preſent State of the Proteſtant 
World, with ſome Rema ks on the Writings 
"= + of Mr. Sandeman. 
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„Mu,iniſter of the Goſpel in Middleborough. 
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Purifying their Hearts by Faith, Act. 15. 9. 

If Vas necdful for me to write unto you, and exhort you 

BY that you ſhould earne/tly cectend for the Faith which was 
= once delivered unto the Saints, Jude 3. 
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The Introduction, containing a brief 
View of the preſent State of the Pro- 
teſtant World; with ſome particular 
| Remarks on the Writings of Mr. San- 
dieman. e 


| - * IT appearance, eſpecially now when the 


5 


truly be alledged here; yet that is not the chief 


motive. And what encouragement can the preſent 
tace ot things give to ſuch a work as this ? For the 
language of bookſellers in our country for ſome years 


has born a near reſemblance to that of one deſcribed 


in the London Mag zine for April 1763. Who re- 
fuſtd to print a poem, becauſe the ſubject was too 
moral and religious ; and ſaid, 3 


Had your poem been garniih'd with modiſh chic chat, 


How Fanny ſaid this, and how Cloe did that ; 


Lcd wich baudry and ſmut, had you publiſh'd a play, 
I could ſell off two thouſand at leaſt the firſt day. 


For whate'er you may fancy. you live in an age, ” 
When the church do not pay half ſo well as the ſtage ; 


D ar Doctor, tho? ſkill'd both in Hebrew and Greek, 


You had much better preach for five Shillingza week 
Than publiſh ſuch verſe—for whatever is in't, 
It /erious, it ne er pays for paper and print”. 
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6 True Faith will produce good Works. © 
I! Pet (ſtrange as it may ſeem) a heart affecting view 


ol this deep ſleep which we are fallen into, is the 
principle motive to this attempt, towards ſtiring ſouls WW 
up to a living and practical regard to divine truth*: WR 
I be neglett whereof has brought this lethergy upon ⁵ 
us. Aud while it was coming on, various things have 
diverted our minds from a ſenſe of our danger. Some- 


times our thoughts were prying into-/uturities, to the 


neglectof preſent living untoGod; and then every thing | 
that could be met with of a prophetical nature was pub- IM 
lithed and ſpread: Not on:y ſuch as were ſerious cal- 
culations or-conjeftures from ſcripture, but alſo ro- WF? 
mantic viſions anddreams. At other times, witty or L | 
angry controverſy employed our minds in various 


ſhapes : yca, inſtead of living by faith as we ought, 
many have contended (as hard as Fob and his 
friends did) about what Fit h is. i 


And I believe counſel has been darkned with words 
without knowledge, as much in this controverſy as in 
that. As long 3s 7ob view'd God in all that befel 
him, he did not fin with bis lips; but when he tur- 
ned to diſpute with his friends, each party miſapplied 
excellent truths, and retorted their miſtaken concluſi- 
ons til} their ſpirits were wearied out: yet when the 
Lord appeared he made them all aſham'd of their 
conduct; and doubtleſs his appearance now would 
have the ſame effect upon ſome of our late diſputan;s. WY 
The neglect of right conduct in many who have made 
great profeſſions of faicb, has given occaſion for the 
builders on works to exert themſelves afreſh ; and the 
writings.of a rcligious nature which have had the moſt 
current ſpread in this land for ſome years. paſt, were 
ſuch as, under a pretence of promoting morality and 
good order, have been levelled againſt many of rhe 
ö, 3 5 peculiar 


Aft : 

9 True. Faith will. re er. Wes, * 0 
5 Nei Joftcines 1 chriſtianity ; 3, yea ſome of them 85 
* eyen againſt the true deity of its great author. 
in che mean time we have one who makes a 1 
3 of appearing for thole great doctrines, and to ſtir people 
8 up to look into them, that yet has artfully mixed ſuch a 

- IE potion, as tends to ſettle men in a dead ſleep. And 
W ſince bis writings. have been a means of hardning ma- 
W ny in iniquity, and of entangling or perplexing ſome 
W ſerious minds, IL ſhall attempt to point ont ſome per- 
W nicious principles, which he bas interſt erſed among 
bf many choice truths. 
= He has ſet down a charming deſcription, of the 
Apoſtle's manner of pteaching in theſe terms, . viz. 
„As they exhibit no allurements to the paſſions of ; 
men; ſo neither do they enter into any parly of capi- 
„ tulation with bis preſumptuous reaſonings; but 
4 ſtorming and demoliſhing theſe, they preſs forward 
7 to his conſcience, charge him before God, and con- 
WT <« verſe with him there. They clear up, and preſent 
„ ina ſtriking view before bim, the half defaced rea. 4 


7 ſons of duty, naturally imprinted. in his heart, an 

S 12 << ſhew at once, how unſutable to them his thoughts 

efel = « and actions have been. They, unſhakle his con - 

tur- 3 & ſcience, and make it ſpeak out, and, with the high=, | 

lied . eſt demonſtration, enforce eyery thing it ſpeaks. 

luft- And while they ſhut up all his imagined ſources of 

1 the \ i T BY and hope,they furniſh him with a ſupernatural- 

their Wk reaſon of hope ſtamped with the divine charaQer”. + 
ould =_ Such, 
tans. A | 

made Mr. Robert Sanden, who! came from Scotland in autumn | 
r the Ks Þ 2764, and after travelling into various parts of the coun- ; 
d the try he gathered a church at Port/mouth ; but that was | 
moſt 


ſcattered laſt tall, and he has a ſmall ſociety now in Beſton. 
were 


and 
| the 
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Such fine paſſages as this, willinduce ſome to tals 
Jown all that ſuth a writer ſays, almoſt wishout exami- 
nation. But if we obſerve the divine caution, Tate 
heed what you bear, we may ſoon find things of ano- 
ther nature ; for the Apoſtles ate dead, and this writer 


17 


has raiſed aſtately monument for them, and inſcribed 
thereon, PAUL'S GOSPEL. And now he will not 
allow any man to call himſelf Chriſt's ambaſſador, 
an! to beſeech ſeuls in Chriſt's ſtead to be reconciled. 
to God: * and for no better reaſon that 1 can find 
than this, viz. that many have abuſed that character 
ſince the Apoſtle's days F Therefore now hen one 
miniſter ſays to his bearers, “ Let me tell you, the 
Lord hath ſent me at this time to proclaim liberty 
«to. the captives that are in his ſad, bitter, and (to 
their thinking) deſperate condition ; libe y God hath 
given thee, if thou wilt come freely; ; ne thing in 
*« the world ſhall hinder thee”. This author laysthat 
in this paſſage, His lofty ſelfconceit may be ſeen”. 
And when another miniſter expoſtulates with his Is 
hezrers thus, Can none of my exhortations, none 
« of my friendly inrreaties prevail with you ta 
* rouſe up, and look into your own hearts, and exa- Wh 
mine your ſlate and condition” c This man cries, Wh 
„ obſerve with what cignity this gentleman ſtruts in 
his pulpit”. $ And he concludes his book with this 8 
advice to his readers, viz. ** After you have heard. 
1 the orthodox fo plainly :ffirming, that juſtification | 1 
7 is an act of God's free grace, — ſufier them not to 
put the change upon you. Whenever they begin 7 
eto talk to you of any act you are to exert in order | by * 


1 fo 
15 71 


v2, G 1 
+ See Letters Vol. J. page 45. tis; | 
$ Letters Vol. 2. page 203, 204, 208. T7 i 


Et 
1 
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4 5 0 acceptance, and call it a bps act, "which, | 
you are co exert by the help of God's grace, £5 
you ready to reply, Avabdt z none of your triek 
fit you wWouſd preach goſpel t ro us, you muſt tell 
aus ſomethirig fit to give us Joy as ve preſently | 
bet Jia ynconſcious of 4 diſtinguiſhing 5 dualer, 
* tion“ 


„Here 3 lock back to bis ae of e 9 
| Apoſtle? s way of preaching the goſpel, and judge fol of 
S thyſelf, if he does not teach ſinners to gainſay jult ſuck _ 
& preaching now as they delivered, when they preſ-, 
ſed forward tothe finners conſcience; charged him 
4 before God, and converſed with him there; and; 
&, (hut up all bes imagined ſources of light and hope 
Y while they called him to believe in the Lord Jeſus and 
e ſhall be ſaved: yea he teacheth them to reſiſt ſuch 
3 an now as they would the; deri, by crying b 
Avaunt | none &f your tricks ” . 


i [It is Kh ay gfatited that this 1 has ING | 
Rout many dark ſtrokes in the writings of our mop. 
. noted divines; and if ke could clear off all their mi 


a bi 


ena - 


| p takes, he ſnould be as welcome thereto, as any fob. 
cries; rould be to take all the carrion out of our pleaſant 
ts. in fields; but who would abandon their fruitful fields, 
h this cauſe ſome crow's meat was found there? Yer he 
heard. ends all his wit this way; for after naming Mr. 
ation level, the Erſtine's and many others, under the name 
not to pf popular preachers,” he ſays, 1 would-be far from 
degin'Þ 1 * refuſing even to the popular preachers themſelves, 


3 what they ſo much grudge to- others, the benefit 

| 1 of the one inſtance of an hardned ſinner finding | 
5 * mercy at laſt: For I know of no ſinners - more 

F dence, none greater deſtroyers of mankind than 
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* 
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he * And ofrerwards, c e ing of ts writings | 
« of Meſſirs. Guthrie, Marſhal Boſton and Doddridge, | 
& he ſays, If. any profane Perſon, who deſires to be 
% converted, ſhall take pains to enter into the ſpirit 
of thele books, ie will be eaſy to ſhew, from the 
« new-reſtament, that he thereby becomes two-fold 
4 more the child of hell than he was before + 
And he tells Mr. P. that he was © particularly fond“ 
of theſe two palſages Not (ſays he) that theſe 
* paſſages contain any tbing but what is aimed at in 
„ every page. Thus we happen to have his own i 
account of what he aimed at thro! all his writings, | 
even againſt ſuch as he allows do plainly enough ſer 
before us many articles of the apoſtolic doctrine“. 
Yea who © aſſert almoſt all the articles belonging to 
the ſacred truth”, $ Now compare this with what | 
he ſays of others: Many, ſays he, truſting in 
„„ themſelves, that they are more eminently godly i 
+ than others, look down with a ſolemn pride on | 
e the reſt of mankind. —Many have their pride not 1 
<< little gratified, by complaining of the . Ter 
* of the church whereof they are members”. Yer iſ 3 
there is ſcarce one proteſtant author that he names 
o without complaining of his defections j and where be 55 
Could find nothing to complain of, he conceals their if 5 
names; for he ſays, I have as I found occaſion, BY 
* freely adopted the obſervations, and even the words i 
« of the friends of the doQrine contained in theſe 15 
CI ſheets, without RAS * — of quoting den 


* or 7 


of . 
"Wh 


. Letters on Theron &e. Vol. 2 page x _ 1 


9 4 
155 * 


+ wy page 191. Epiftolary Correſpondence between 8. rf 
S. page 20, 


2 1 Vol. I. page 278 & Vol, 2. page 246, vol. 2 


"Pp 194. 


8 7 | «</or mentionin their e But why 
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names on one ſide as well as the other? Why he 
ſays There was no attacking the popular doctrine 
to any purpoſe, without making anboneft eſſay to- 


I 1 * wards profaning the divinity of thoſe Jemmi-gods® : 


2 Now my dear friends, behold ! this man is fo bam- 
; le that he exclaims aloud againſt every bodies pride 


but his own and he is ſo boneſt that he exerts all his 


Vit to expoſe the nakedneſs of proteſtant fathers, but 


in Bf adopts their good obſervations, while he conceals their | 
if names that they may paſs for his own !. 


Let he would not have us think that he is and 
# | to this conduct by the prejudices of education z becauſe 
8 he tells us he was trained up from his infancy under 
W fuch teaching, and long ſought to form his heart 
1] thereby But, ſays he I am far from thinking | fay 


any thing extravagant, or in the leaſt injurious to 
my conſcience, when I affirm, that I might have 
been as profitably employed, and even with 26 


= * much chriſtian piety, in attending the levee of the 
= ** lady of Loreto”. Vol. 1 page 124. 

. * obſerve, Loretto is a city in Italy, where 
Roman Catholicks (ay they have the boly bouſe that 
= the virgia Mary was born in, which they pretend 


7: | was carried through the air from Gallilee by angels. 


1 1 therefore many thouſands yearly relort there, to Pay 
weir devotions to the Ladies image, with the infant 
on her arm. + So that he had as good have faid, 


= © Thereis are profitable means to promote chriſtian 

3 þ * pie ty in attending the worſhip of che virgin Mary, 
ein the depths of popery, as there are under ſuch tea- 

_ te chers as 13 "Om the * s &c“. 


> 5 „ 
| . Letters Vol. 2 page 245) 246. | 


+ Univeſal Gazcreer at the word Larotto, | 
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3 Aebi be kept in mind, and we will torn and 
. . Anquire what more profitable means are to be ha 

; my. his teaching. If we aſk how a ſoul comes to be- 
b= og in-Chriſt, his reply is that ** Faith- omes not by 
Fo WY human endeavours, or the. uſe of any means, eych 

* upder the grea {gf advantages, that men can enjoy“. 
But ſays he, The conveyance of the ſalutary ruth 
eto, them. for their reliet, as much preveats every 
« motjon of their will, —as did the divine gracious 


L puürpoſe hefore the world was . Now what can 


ave a more natural tendency to guard: againſt a ſenſe 
of the goilt ol unbelief, than this has ? to lluſtratehis 
meaning he ſays, ** Lec us learn from the words of 


+ Jeius, how. infants; at the beginning of Life, and 
| how condemaed fellons at the end of it, enter 


into the kingdom of God. Thence; we will ſee 
8 


bY ; buſtle of our ane chro all the dN icene 
of life“. + 


WT : x 2 2 


In order to eſtabliſh hob notion 5 theſe two caſes 


he Put s a falfe conſtruction upon others ſentiments 


| conterning tdem. As to the firſt, he f peaks of ſome 
diſſenters, and afterwards'of Dr. Gill by — en 


e repreſents as holding that adult perſons are intitu, 
led to baptiſm, and fo to the kingdom of Heaven 
on account of ſomething which they can do more thag 
infants towards obtaining a part therein. § Whereas ; 
that controverſy-1 is not concerning what any can do 1 


towards obtaining, but ?tis about manifeſting their in- 


tereſt in the kingdom. We have no account 
who the parents of them children were which were 
ee to Jeſus, Mat. 19. 135 Th Neither. does 

be 
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* bow little: account thedeity makes of all the migh· 


A. 1 


"aw rue" «Faith _ 2 gol Works 13 


he ſay all fuh, but oy ſuch is the Winged of Hex: 
a ven. "Mp. S. holds that juſtification comes 1% 


The parent then believing, according to What is 
| ſpoken, is juſtified. together with his houſt “. "If 
this were true, it would prove that parents can do” a 
great deal for others, if not for themſelves. The 
| text he refers to for che ſupport of this notion, aſſerts 
| fully chat the word was ſpaken: io all tbat were in the 

Valor s houſe, and that all rejaiced believing in God. 
as it does that all. were baptized, Act. 16. 31—34- 


W than this author pretends to do; yet how vain 
re all ſuch pretences, while he holds things thus? 
W For all kaow that families are the foundation of 
nations: che old national church. all ſprang from one 
eminent belieyer. 
© © Upoy the other ca 
| kes 0 me paſſages 


4 © 
« * 


A 


12. the chief on the 4005 be 
rom Meſſirs. Flavel, Boſton, and 
| | they. wara fouls againſt neg. 


ot one who ed, mercy. at thelaſt : ae bavaaſd they 
WE ſay, chat was an extraordinary time, ſuch as will. not 
happen again, and that the thief never had ag offer of 
grace before. This author, catching at ſuch xpreſſi- 


2 ons, metamorpboſeth their diſ#ourle... till he. would 


make their meaning to be That the pardoned ſin- 


ner had extraordinary merit, namely, of the nega- 
101 „tive kind, yea, that he had within him a very. live-- 


y ſpark of goodneſs“; and ſtrains it even to this, 
hat extraordinary Mercy was, upon an extraor- 
9 dia occalion,ſhewn- to extravidinary, worth”. '+ 
And having changed their meaning ia ſucha wretch- 
ed manner, be then TRY chem to Erlen, who, 


= 


3 * Epiltlory © cee page 5. + vol. 2 5 2 46, +7* 


; ” 


a parent, and his hauſe at che ſame tim̃e; and , | 


tant _ 
pon ' _— 3 2 9 


None ſpeaks more plainy againſt national N | 
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| the pets ſaid would cbange bis ſhape at bis pleaſure: 
| And then. brings in ſome of the moſt falſe ſentiments 
he could find on that ſubject; and ſo ſpends eighteen 


pages, and all to try to make out his poſition, 


** Phat the deity makes little account of our thoughts 


% thro” all the buſy ſcene of life? . 


Fett IJchovah calls the beavens and earth to give 

ear o what he bath ſpoken, becauſe his people detb 
not CONSIDER Lai. 1. 2. 3. The reaſon this man gives 
why rnef- divines cannot mean right, is that it can 
never doſto lay, a perſon delays believing a teſtimo- 

ny row; in hopes of finding it to be true hereafter: 
aud fo-ridicules the notion of men's delaying their 


faith, + Bur God's word informs us that when Felix i 


heard Paul concerning the faith in Chrift ; ſo that 
truſh madebim tremble, and his immediate anſwer was, 
go 1by way for this time. And as we are expreſly told 
that faith comes by bearing; ſo the danger of neglecting 


it, is-often warned againſt in theſe terms, To day if ye "= 


oil! bear his voice bardned not your hearts. And though 
he treats them with contempt for holding forth that 


the thief had not outſtood ſuch calls as preſumptuous 53 


ſ:nners now do ! yet Paul ſays, Jobtained mercy becauſe 


1 ſ.nned IGNORANTLY, in wnbelef. 1 Tim. 1. 13. 


A the ſame time this writer would be ſo far, from 


bing accounted an enemy to good works, that he gives 


it as Paul's mind, intimated to true Chriſtians,” that 
* they could not war rantably be aſſured ot their hap» Bil 
„ py ſtate by any exerciſe ot mind, without the ſelf Wl 

© denied works of obedience.** And he takes pains Bl 
to diſtinguiſn between the affurance of faith, and the 
aſſurance of hope, and refers the firſt, to the truth be- 


SE 


lieved, the other to our intereſt therein. And he ſays, 
| #* No man can be charged with the, fin of diſbelieving 
1, the goipel for dowbiing it he be a good —_ 

N « hi 


5 
— 
y OW 
0 
5 
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3 his chief haz ard lies on 0 other „de-, the afſa- 
W ance of faith he ſays, “ They obtain it without their 
33 uſing any endeavours in ſearch of ir: whereas 
the aſſurance of hope is enjoyed only by thoſe whoa 
. give all diligence to obtain i it.” * Now compare 
W chis with his eſſay to detect others artifice,in coaſoun · 


Ents 
teen 
tion, 


Sts 


gjve W ding grace and works together, where heſays,** Muſt 

W + we not ſay, that all the good works which ſhall be 
zives 4 recompenced at the reſurruction of the juſl, are pro- 
can «+ duced by the influenceof the divine er dwelling 
mo- 


Kr in the hearts of thoſe who believe ? yer ſuch is 
fter ? the conneftion betwixt every good work and its 
their reward, that according to ſcripture, the juſtice of 
Felix God, not to ſay his $ grace, is concerned to make it 
that „ good. 2” + 

was, Were this true then, he that gives all diligence 
told to perform the /e/f denied works of qbedience, and o 


Zig WW obtains the aſſurance of hope; God's | Juſtice, not to 
of ye ſay his grace, would be concerned to reward him for 
ough. A thoſe good works at the ri/urrefion of the jug, 
that Bl Whereas according to the goſpel, juſtice is as much 
tous concerned to forgive the penitent, and to cleanſe him 
cauſe from all unrighteouſnels, as to re ward his good works : 
. 13. _ all thro* grace in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. "Tas 
from 1 Jobn t. 9. Kev. 8. | 
—— == Tho' this author abounds with criticiſm, yet this, 
that 


aud other ſcriptural diſtintions he labours to explode. 
r hap - As, 1. The diſtinction between dorinal and experi- 
e ſelf . mental knowledge; between right notions of truth in 


pains the bead, and knowing them in the beart. When 


1d the , Mr. P. had profeſſed a full concurrence with his ſen- 
iþ be- timents concerning faith, and then made an attempt 
2 ſays, to explain his dificition of it, as * a bare belief of 
eving “ the bare I" of the goſpel”, ſo as to make it 
iſtian: 3 | mean 
vy his | * Letters vel. 2 page 140, 141. 4 Ibid page .. 
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1 ative, notignal, or dead faith: Mr. & 
any attempt to render my language on this head 


and relieve; bis mind ; yet becauſe he adds his perſua- 
ſion that he had, truely known and preached, trufcs 
82 ucl other preachers and writers; Mr. S. tries hard 
muſt be ſome deſes or miſtake in his faith, tho? he could 
this diſtinction was excluded, how would it ſtrength- 


ol Chriſt had ſhined into their hears, tho they had not 
as yet, diſtinct notions thereof in their heads.” And 
tho' they truly believed in kim as the Way ſo the, 


— 


24. 45: —47- 


that diſtin& notions in the head, and a knowing che 
truth! in the heart are quite different things. 5 
2 Mr. S. makes no. juſt diſtinction between 2 
aui and a child like fear, but labours to confound 
them together. He declares that no fixed judgment 
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n 
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Warped chanbes n call le. 
S. replys, that 


lefs offenſive, is enough to alarm me and awaken” 
6e ſuſpicjonꝰ. Epiſt. Correſpond. page 62 Ang tho? 
Mr. P. expreſſed his thank ulneſs for the help he had 
received from our author's writings to clear his vietos, 


«ted and. loved the: Rot Jeſus Chriſt - for many 
years , and therefore could not join in his feverity 


to detect Mr. P. of hypocriſy, and concludes chat there 
not pretend to point 6ut wherein it lay, p. 6r, But if 


en thedeiſts hen thęy hear Jeſus declare to his diſcipfes 
that they new, what they aſſerted that they did not 
know,z. Joh. 14 4—9. The glory of God in in dhe face 


Fat ber, yet th:y knew not the Knie be muſt riſe | *h 
again from the dead, John 20. 9. But after he aroſe, 
he opened their underitandings, ſo ** they could A bi” 
tin&tly and boldly preach the forgivene/s of fins, to 
Jews who are gathered from among all nations Luk. & 
Act. 2. Yet ſtill it was a long time | 
before they had ſo muchhead knowledge as to preach: 
this goſpel freely to the geniiles, All which ſnews 


84 rue Faith will produce For 

bela n be formed of any nian's ſtate, WY A ener conf 
thar i in well doing to the end. No mortal, 
head fays he, can attain any ſuch aſſurance of hope 
aken” but that he till finds himſelf occaſionally in hazard 
tbo” of loſing it”. page 35. And be aſſerts that, one 
had Wi can ſcarce'do a greater hurt to profeſſors, than by 
e, indulging them in the thought that they are at bot · 
ſua- tom poſſeſſed of ſome inherent good principl: . . 
fr uſ⸗ A teacher, fays he, rans ne riſk of exceeding in 
2any urging the motives to far. page 92. Bur Paul 
eri hays, ye have fot received the ſpirit of bonda: e 
hard 


Woain to fear: And Zacharias bleſſed God that 
brit would deliver us from our enemies, ſo that 
e might /erve him wir Hour FEAR, in holineſs and 
Ho btedtiſneſs before him, all the days of 0 our life, Rom. 
We det) 74. 75. 
| Now I defy him or any other mari to reconcile _ 
Wieſe mx'ters, without carefully diſtinguiſhing between 
at b2ndage thro' fear of geath which ſouls are ſub- 
ea to before Chriſt delivers them; and the reverence. 
”. "4 godly fear, whereby gracious perſon: ſerve God. 
ib. 2. 15 & 12. 28 1 come to his diſlike of a 
ird diſtinction, which he delivers thus. Hence 
= we may ſee how unfit the common addreſſes at the 
end of Sermons to believers, as diſtinguiſbed from 
BE careleſs and unconcerned, are to promote the buſi- 
ness of true edification”. page 84 Who can refrain 
om comparing theſe things with what God fays to 
lee propheis? viz. With lies have ye made the heart 
be righteous ſad, whom I have not mage ſad ; 
1 Ind ſtrengtbned the hands of the wicke1, that be 
201d not return from his wicked way, Ezek. 1 3 
W= 2. Yea he ſays, they do it by their lies, and by the 
ETGHTNESS. Jer. 23. 1 This _y turn us 
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18 Tr Faith wits firoauce une Hirt. y 
ro look at the line of. profiice which. this, man is wii 1 
bouring to promote; as it is pointed to in various pan 
of his Letters; but is mare elearly deſcribed in iff 
pamphlet printed laſt,year, called, ** A plain and full 
account of the chriſtian practices oblerved by 1b ; | 
« church. in St. Martin . le rand, London, and 
other churches in fellowihip with them“. Is 4 , 
che edition of it at Boſton, the efivrchts from Vina 
called “ s np MAN IAN“. The profeſſed deſigul 
of it, 1s chiefly to give a Tull account of thoſe pail 
ces wherein they differ from others, page 4. Anil 
the firſt article of ſuch difference which they name 1 
their having the Lord's. wy per every Sabbath, ol 
gaich. they cite Ac. 20 7, And becauſe the GM 
ples met with that deſign o — that day, when Paul 
was there; they would have it, that theſe churchefi 
vr alte bread every firſt day, p. 6. Another practice 
they expreſs thus. In the interval between the mor · 
ning and afternoon ſervice, we Have our love feaſts; 1 
.* of which every one partakes; by dining at the 3 
* houſes of ſuch of the brethren who live ſufficient 
+ ly near, —that the poor may have 2 comfortableli 
meal at the expence of the more wealthy. We 
cannot allow any member to be abſent: 5 rom. chef 
4 teaſt, either thro! indifference or mere inconveni(i 0 
* ence”, page 4. 8: To prove this they quote thre f 8 
,rexts, viz. 1 Cor. 11. 20, 21. 2 Pet 2 13. Jude 1 
 Wherein we 1nay obſerve, that Paul calls the Corinth. 
ian, feaſts, their own ſupper, in diſtinction from * 1 
Lord's Supper; and Jude calls tbem your 1 0 = 
Tbus three Apoſiles nen the diſorders which at: 
tended thoſe feaſts; and we have no account that one | 
Hy < ever praficed « them. * moſt W tha 6 
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Pl.” OY the quotations: are from the London edition, 
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1 ey were taken up in imitation of the old Jewiſp 
is pa 1/75, without any divine warrant at all. 
nd Full d, avd at the admiſſion of members. and at other 
W pportunities- they ſalute each ether with a . of 
530 harity page 9 19. And they lay. o we account all 1 
codjections againſt it, and all attempts to ſet it aſide, 
dy ſubſtiruting-any other form of ſalutation in its 
room, to proceed from a diſregard to the authority 
of the new-teſtament”. However I would afk is 
gere no difference between cuſtom of expreſſing our 
name ug eſpects to each ocher, and ordinances of worſhip to- 
%, fol yards God ? And is it as criminal to alter the mode 
e diſci. Mot expreſſing our love to one another, as to charge: 
nis ordinances? The dciſts make a handle of wbat 
wrchefl Paul ſpeaks of another cuſtom, againſt all revelation: 
practice one of them once ſaid to me. Faul was miſtaken in 
e mori; ſome things, for he ſays, ** Doth not nature it /Fif 
feaſts teach you, that if a man have long hair, it is a 
At the „ ſhame unto him; he miſtook nature for cuſtom”. 
ancient But I think Mr. Edward's remark is a good 1eply 
ortabl, 0 this; which is ** that "tis cuſtom which eſtabliſhes 
We any outward ſign, as a token of inward ſentiment 
om the WF *© therefore when it had eſtabliſhed the wearing of 
nden “ long hair, as the ſign of a female, nature it ſeli taught 
e thre : | be. that it was a ſhame for a man to appear m the known 
ade, . garb of a woman”. So here, iboſe precepis which 
bey refer to, unduubtedly require to ſalute the ſaints 
m the with /incere tokens of love: Bur I am not convinced 
dat they require us to ſalute with a kiſs, as a token of 
iritual love, among people who ſcarce ever knew 
tc uſed, to manifeſt any other than natural or carnal- 
love. „ 
Waſbing of feet, was a needful kindneſs in old 
times, ta trayellers, rs their manner ot dreſs 
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a rue * aith will be wy Warks | 
16k their feet expoſed to the duſt; but it 198 a 


N people are conſcious that cuſtom has made ſome alte - T 
ration in theſe things now for they hold tha 
John 13. 14: makes it our duty to 2b a brother; 
332 only when it can be an act᷑ of tindneſ to do 4 
p 13. And doubtleis that examp/e of our Lord, 
' ought to make us all ready to do the loweſt act of if 
kindneſs to each other: but to h feet only as : 2 £ 
religious ceremony; this we are told has long becn i 
* annually: +" of the Pope, ang by eres King * 
of Europe. 1 

I is people often oevfeſs their (rig . to > ſerip - 
ture; yet they declare that they find neither expreſs 
precept nor precedent therein, for family prayer, i 
while they ſay, it ſeems neceſſary for maintaining 
« the fear of God ina family”, page 14. But what 
fear of God would they maintain, without precept ot 
precedent from him? & However their defign imme-· 
distely appears, by their proceeding to judge thoſe 
who inſiſt upon the practice ot family prayer, and the 
firſt day 175 at h, but diſregard the feaſts of charity. 
che 0% (e, &c. as perſons, influenced to their 
e religious praQiſes, not by the fear of God, the au-i 
Ip ** thority of Chriſt, or the ſpirit of truth” page 15-88 7. 
' Thus they judge others: and as to their own mem. Þ 
bers, they lay.“ In every church tranſaction, whether t 
it be receiving, cenfuring, or expelling members, ſl 5 7 
chooſing officers, or the like ; we eſteem unanini· f 
J 
0 
1 
| þ 


* 


| << ty to de abſolutely neceſſary : Nothing i 18 decided 'Y 

by the yore of the majority — In ſome caſes indeed] 7 

„ . /©-here are diſſenting voices: The reaſons of the de. = - 
| Ft ſcent are Pon Us Tony and conſiflered ; - fl 

| abel 

I. | believe "Wk is Logout: and. precedent too in the 


word for family prayer; but as my views on that ſubjel 
were pub! hed laſt year, ! _ not — them here. 
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change its opinion; if not, and the perſon perſiſts 


1: WW * bound: to reject him“. page 24. 25, What mon- 
e, ſtrous things / 
d, 1 Here is a /e/f contradiction; for the firſt part 


| major 'r:jeAs the minor. 


2 Here is cruel tyranny, to oblige every member. 


* 


ip. ic believe as the church believes in every act, on pain 
e of being rejected. | EIS, 7 


3 Here is an awful aſſuming. of the prerogative 
ef the moſt bigh ; for the churches opinion which the 
hat diſſenting perſon perſiſting. m oppoſition to, is, with- 
cout reſerve, called“ the word of God”. This is the 
ne- chu ch which does not pretend to © have any expreſs 
* direction for the preciſe day. in which their feaſts 
the BY © thould be obſerved”. page 8: who yet have choſen 
the Lord's Day for it, and cannot allow indifference 
heir or mere inconvenience to keep one member therefrom, 
au- | And they have gone ſo ar towards for biding to mar- 
1595. as poſſitively to deprive a miniſter of his office, if 
em he ſhould marry a ſecond wife, page 18. yea, this is 
hei che church that makes void the divine rule concerning 
Vergiveneſs, fo far as abſolutely ro refuſe to re eive 8 
Imi perſon again, if heſhould incur their cenſure after they 
ided a had reſtored him twice. And yet they call this a 
enn check put upon all diſobedience to the gojpel of 
Christ: yea, and to ſtrite the rejected man's conſcientze 
1e bring him to repentance ! page 23 O ſtrange! bring 
him to repentance, but never receive him again! | 
n the Let after all their /olemn-checks, they tacii ly brand 
all with the odious name of Phariſees, who are againſt 
e %% Loo $4 | encouraging 
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encouraging all diverſions publick or private which 

ate not connected with circumſtances really ſinful”, 
Peige 15, 16. compare this with Ecclef. 5. 2—4. 
Phil. 4.5.1 Theſ.5. 8 and many other Scriptures, 


Methinks I bear ſome ſay, * We are tired of hea- 


*« ring ſuch things, and why do you ſpend ſo meh 
labour againſt ſo mean a perſon, who is pleaſe 


«with being taken notice of, tho' it be jn a way. of 


** oppoſition” ? J grant theſe remarks tio be true; and 
the meaneſt thing I can ſee in him, is the deceitful 
methods which he has taken to promote his deſigns ; 
yet as] was convinced that hereby he has impoſed up- 


on many, Ithought it duty to point out ſome of 


thoſe deceptions, and ſo to warn my fellow men of • 
their danger; otherwiſe I ſhould think this labour ye; 


ry ynbecoming. 


appearing for deſpiſed truth. I he defirine of the 
erer, and Pauls Goſpel; and have accordingly rai- 
ſed tbeir ſtandards in the capitals, both of old and 

new. England: And inſtead of Paul's motto, in faſt- 
ing often, they have ſer up the baits of fea/tings often, 


and a free encouragement ofboth publick and privated:- 


verſions; asif inclination did not lead people faſtenough 
that way, without the ſanction of Feligron to put them 
. forwoerd therein. And inſtead of Reeping under the 

body, their ſcheme would keep many from divine wor- 
Mp, every Lord's day, to provide for ſeaſting the 
body. And tho they ſay, We are utterly againſt 

aiming to promote the cauſe we contend for, either 
dy creeping into private houſes, or by cauſing our 
es yoice to be heard in theſtreets”, page 29. yet they 
r TPPPETERTTTRETIEENY 
4 Whole ſofteſt notes out · ſtrip loud thunders found, 
And ſpread their accentsthro' the world's vaſtround”* 


 ® Stennet's Enegma on writing. 


le and his followers make great profeſſions of | 
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= Trice Faith will produce good Works; 45 
And as creeping, is the oppoſite of going upright 1. 
therefore all π lt not uprightly according tothe 
truth of the goſpel! let it be to get into priyate or 


* 


publick houſes, are juſtly ſaid to creep in. 
= Paul's weapons were uſed for callipg down imagi. 
nations and every high thing that exalteth it ſelf 
. WE againſt the knowledge of. God, and bringing into cap- 
WE tivity every thought to the obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
10. 5. Butthis pretender to Paul's goſpel, encouras 
geth ſinners to hope that either they. were juſtified in 
| infancy,or elſe may be at the cloſe of life ; andteach- 
eth them that the deity makes little account of our 

WE thoughts thro! all the buſy ſcenes of life: and inſtead 

= of. pulling d5wn ſatan's ſtrong holds, he has uſed his 
art to fortify them, fo that now, if a preacher makes a 

| cloſe addreſs to their thought and conſcience, and calls 
= them in Chriſt's name to ſurrender into his hands; 
to believe on him &c. the imagination of a dead 

body is brought up, and the preacher is ridiculed as 
= if he was abſurdly talking to a ſenſeleſs corpſe; tho 
= probably the ſame image, was in the ſinners thoughts 
m the other part of the diſcourſe, o guard againſt any 

convictiom that he was ſpiritually dead, becauſe he is 

naturally alive. Yet after this man has exerted all 
his wits to caſt contempt upon ſtich addreſs; as if the 
; Preacher certainly meant that there was ſome Y 
principle in the ſinner's will; he is ſo inconſiſtent, hat 
be labours much to move profeſſors to, what he ca Is, 
dhe ſelf denied works of obedience, without allowing 
Wy them to think that they are po/e/2d of any inherent 
W 207d principle at all He ſays, A perſon by being 
W © drought tothe knowledge of the truth, is not there- 
dy led to think himſelf poſſeſs'd of ſome goodprin. * 
<* ciple, by which he ſtands more nearly. related to 
* God than he was, or than other men. His comfort 
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does not lie in thinking'on any change he bust une 
+ * dergone, but he is comforted in thinking on what 
« is without him, on what is abſent from him, evert 
- < on what is in Heaven.” So Balaam ſaid, I ſhall Jed 
bim but not not: 1 ſpall behold bim, but not nighs 
wherees Paul ſays, Jeſus Chriſt is 18 you, except you, 
be reprobates. Again, this writer ſays, We muſt 
not conſider the perſon advancing to the aſſurance. 
of hope as engaged in certain round of duties, ſo 
as his comtort ſhould ariſe from a co 1ouſneſs 'of 
his performing or ann to periorm them front 
*« right motives. 
„ Thbusthe chriſtian profeſſio n would Lbcorhe 1 
* phariſzical ſcheme. We muſt rether conſidet 
„ him, as, at the 11{Kk of all other evils, ſeeking of 
* ſhelter from the greateſt in the ſociety of Chriſt 
„aid his diſciples What contradiction is here to 
Rom. 8. 15. Gal. 4. 6. 2 Cor. 1. 12. and great num? 
bers of other places? And what does all Mr. &'s te- 
ligion come to at laſt, more than ſpeculative notions 
about the truth, and ſome outward doings, without 
thinking he is poſſeſs d of any good principle by which 
he ſtands more nearly related to God than other men; 
and | without being conſcious of having experienced ; 
any inward change, ſo as to at from right motives, 
or aefiring fo to do! Let when he goes on in feaſting, 
laughter, and diverſions, he ſtill hopes to have ſheÞer 
from: the greateſt of evils, in the ſociety of Chriſt and 
bis diſciples. Now if we remember Loreto, and how 
he has treated proteſtant writers in general, and ob- 
ſerve that he declares our writers, upon the ſteps of 
the ſpirits work in conviction and converſion, to be 
& much more hurtful to mankind, than writers df 
* romances” and plainly i that the pulpit at 
Pre ſen 


oo „ Epiltolary correſpond P 82, 83.5 & 86. 


: * ** 


/ 


8 


75 2 2 7th will produce good Works, 39 \ 
Te 


eeſeat does more burt than che Rage: And he ſays, 
When we hear one deſcribing to us how he firſt 
obtained peace with God, it we find him taking 
« pains to inform us of the influences of grace he 
felt in his heart, and the „ N of the Spirit lea 
« ding him oa to converſion, we may ſately ſay, 
WW This is 4 ſpirit. that ſpeaks of it ſelt; this is not 
the true grace of God”. * And it werefle& again 
What bis plan of church government, difallows 
Whe diſtinction between circumſtariial, and eſſential 2 
Po nts, which is ſo general with proteſtants, and re- 
' E-&s every member that dare be ſo bold as to judge | 
* Wotherwiſe in any caſe, than the church does; and . . = 
that this very church reſerves liberty to her ſeif to 
correct miſtakes, and alter her ways as other matters 
may occaſionally be preſented. page 24. ; + Theſe 
Wand other things would be apt to make us think of 
Wan old ſtory which they uſed to tell, of perſons taking 
andbuary in the boſom of the church, whole . is | 
called Chriſt's vicar on earth, 
= And tho' this man and his followers appears con- 
Wremptible to many, and he glories in it, and would 
not have any think there is any danger of their ma- 
« king head as a faction or Pay of this world”. 0 
7. D yet 
: * Letters on E &c. vol. 2 page 61. 103. 
243. I am far from thinking that our writers en 
theſe ſubjects are free from errors: The following dif- 
courſe will ſhew the contrary ; yet to treat Mr, Her- 
vez, and many other excellent authors as he has done. 
is monſtrous; tho” his treatment of tlie work of God's 
Fpirit is much more abominable. 


+ © Left thou ſhouldeſt ponder the pith of life, her 


& ways are n at thou canſt not know em“ „ 
Prov. 5. 6. | "A | 


* Correſpond. page I 5 
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i yer 4 due confderation in the light. of truth might 


received. his model of church affairs; yet mary a 
5 Pleaſed with his crafty cants upon our moſt. awake 


feſſors of religion value themſelves, upon their. nic 
diſtinctions and refined ſpeculations, with ſome polite 8 


gheſs with Heart exerciſe, and a living conformity to God 
and obſerve bow many inventions they are ſecking ou 


this geod old wway ;, theſe, and many other things might 5 
juſtly alarm us al. For let men pleaſe chemſclveslil 


Bare belief of the truth ; yet be who cannot lie, ſays; 


that they might be ſaved, God ſhall ſend them 70 
* Rrong deluſions, that they may believe a lie; that 


der the name of religion, and carnal embrace, invol- 


ſettled in Canaan, altho' there was a plague which 
ſwept off twenty four thouſand of them, Num. 25. 9. 
and 31. 16. Jeſhua.' 22. 17. See alſo Rev. 2. 14. 


and other ſnares which tend to lull us to ſleep again; 
for we are told that the word Comur, which is tranſla- 
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give us another view of our ſtare, For tho' few ha 


ning preachers and Writers; and inſtead of mortifyingi 
the deeds of the body, they are ſtrong]y attached to th 
pleaſures of ſenſe. And if we realize how much Pro 


orms ; while they give ſad proofs of unacquainted- 


to eaſe their minds, in neglect, if not contempt, of 


never ſo much with their refined ſentiments, and aff 


«© Becauſe they received not the love of the truth, 


** they all might be damned, who believed not the 
* truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs”. 2 The 
2. 10—12. What did the coun/el-of Balaam do, af. 

ter he had ſpoken many bright truths ? Feaſting un. 


ved Hrael in ſuch iniquity, as Phinebas and other 
princes ſaid, they were not cleanſed from, even when 


The apoſtle Paul not only ſays, It is high time to y p 
Sts out of ſleep, but he alſo warns us againſt; this, 


ted rioting,\ Rem. 13, 13. is With the —— theGod 


ui faut: And ſurely thatGod who muſt have feaf: 
ave 
ant 
ake . 
"il 
the 
Pro: 
nice 
oliteß 


ted: ut it he diſcovered a lurking-exemy, or kindling 
704 e ready to ſpread ſlaughter and defolation all around, 
ou 

t, ol xcuſe him from guilt, if he neglected ſo to do ? 
ight WA od tho' falſe alarms ought not to be made, yet a 


his worſhip, is more properly called Comus than Chriſt, 


1any are now drawn into theſe ways in their famplici- 
fy, as thoſe were who followed Abſalom, when he 


Sam. 15.7, 11. Who then can hold his peace un 


ves gabe in that would be more caſily excuſed, than a 
nd a neglect to give notice of real danger. Therefore 
291 none may jultly blame ſo weak an attempt as this 
"Ul 


hen ” 
ihy Wow mortals were not ſufficieatly a ware of before; 
the 


. Wunto us, and exbort us to contend earneſtly for the faith; 
, a 6 

un 
vol. 


; ith great ſwelling words, uſe all their art to cover 
Yther 


ud gratify the fire of luſts, which expoſeth to the 


hen uſt vengeance of eternal fire: And he plainly directs 
hich Wo one method of help, that is now craftily guarded 
5. 9, 2aioſt, namely cloſe and moving addreſſes ro men's 
4. B fon their deliverance from ruin. After exhort- | 


me tt 
ö lM 
rain; 
nſla-| 
eGot 
= 


ee 


remains publiſhed 1765. 
1 Baal — Lord. 


v Hun wilt . = Wa wi 7. 5 He 


Weg and kiſſing, upon every day that is ſet a part for 
vr + Lord Peor than Lord Jeſus. I doubt not but 5 


f 2 etended he Was going tO pay his vom unto the Lord. * 


er ſuch apprehenſions? No man's ſtation is ſo loW 


bought to alarm others of their danger: He, who waned 


is, if I have truly pointed out any ſnares and dangers | 
hich at preſent attend us, that my brethren and fel- 


or when the apoſtle Jude found it needful to write 


Wt he reaſon he gives therefor is, that there are certain 
men crept in unawares, who under a pretence of grace, 


ing ſaints to a cloſe walk with God, he fays, << And 
of ſome have compaſſi jon, making a difference E 


D 2 oF, others 
1 Vide Dr, Gill on the place, and Mr. Edward s lite and | 


% 


— 
WY 0 
„ 
2 4 2 La, = a 
2 — — — —— . — by 
— — — —_—_ _ 


* 
on * 
_—_ TRY = mh "5 
8 ; 8 — <<; 


8 . — > DP. 3 
e 1 P r 
1 — on EY l 2 £ 
— 8 = 


—_— 


\ , 


2% % 9 N 
” | * 
5 — * » 2 3... " 
« i A g «> 18 q 
| - , 
:1rue Cath 
* - 1 4- 
a $4 4 : * —_— 4 
2 „ N 4 10 > 3 
F p , pv 4 . 


will produce good Works,” _ 7 
_ «© others fave with Agar, pulling them out of ibe fire ; 
A hadiag even the g rment /potied by the fleſh”. He 
had alteadys ſpoken of dreamers, and here he has a 
5 plain alluſion to perſons in a deep ſieep, when, tho 
they may have fine dreams and notions in their beads, 
yet the flames are juſt ready to conſume them. Who 
can obſerve this emblem and not renounce and deteſt 
that cold, and generalway of ſpeaking upon the great 
concerns of eternity, that is fo much in vogue at this 
day John was a burning as well as a ſhining lig bt. 
Some ſenſe of the importance of theſe things haz 
carried me beyond my firſt deſign; but now | leave 
the foregoing and following remarks both upon our Ml 
miſery and the goſpel remedy, to the readers judg- i 
ment, deſiring each one to be as noble as the Bereans 
were, and ſearch the ſcriptures daily, whet ber 1beſi 
 #bings art ſo If any thing is found to diſagree there 
Voith, let it be rejected in welcome: but if any c 
do regard the truth, he alone muſt bear it, On thei 
other hand, if any ſhall receive the leaſt benefit here · 
by, tis hoped they will neither neglect to give all the 
glory to God, nor to pray for their unworthy ſervant 


r e 
. RN 3 Isaac Backvs. 


Middleborough, 1 
2 May 4th 1767. 
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{ho 
«il FEY 
reat | 5 
his if ne | 

1 Jabiss II. a2. 

has : 

ave | 

ag Fefe thou 410 F aith writ with Bis War . 

by aue 1 . was Faith made FEE: 
eam Ss | i 2 
a 1 
ere- gd have thought that there was a diffe- 
con 8 M rence in ſeatiment between Paul and 

the i * James, becauſe one inſiſts ſo much upon juſ- 

ere E tilication by faith without works; and the 
che other aſſerts that by works a man is juſtified, and 
vam not by faith only. But if che ſcope and occaſion of 


their writings be duly attended to, this ſeeming con- 
tradiction will vaniſh, | Paul laboured chiefly 
upon laying the foundation of chriſtianity, where 
8 Chriſt had not been named; and ſcarce any thing is 
more natural than for fouls when awakned to think, 
W that as by breaking the law they expoſed themſelves 
W to divine wrath ; ſo that the way to appeaſe that 
= wrath, and obtain God's favour: is to keep the law : 
therefore he engageth with all his might againſt all 
ſuch notions, and fully proves that nothing but 
* Chriſt'; :righteouſneſs can juſtify us before God : 
while Fames wrote principally to profeſſors, to ſtir 
them up. and exhort * to live agreable to their pro- 
: | keſſion, 
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| felon, ir in cos ware p 
ed abroad; and to expoſe the abſurdity of 
to have: en when it did not 

Hie puts the queſtion, hat doth it profit my brethren, 
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* thou fearell God. Gen. 22. 12. 
therefore, is this example introduced to detect | a 


ing affar. 


hey were 
5 
produce obedienice, 


bes TEST t 


'tbo" a man jay. be bath faith, and bave not worker can. 


- Faith ſave bim? That is, can that be ſavin faith 
Which does not bring forth. x fruit 3 - and What 
Profit is there in a man's 8 he has it, when we 
have only his bare word to prove it? And he pro- 


ceeds to make this demand, —Shew me thy faith 


without thy works, and I will hhew-thee my faub by my 
__ works: From whence it -appears that the jolie 
which he is there upon, is what 1s evident;al, a ſhew- 
ing and evidencing to others that we have juſtifying 
faith. And to illuſtrate the matter he brings in the. 
4 example of the father of the faithful, ſayipg, was not 
Aorabam our father juſtified by works, when he had 


© offered Jaac his ſon upon the Sig ? Abraham be lie- 


 ©vedGod and it was accounted to him for righteouf-" 
neſs”, long before that time; but now the evidence 


thereof, and of his true regard to God's authority, 


I ſhined forth with peculiar luſture, which I take to be 


the import of theſe expreſſions, Now I know that: 
With great propriety: 


dead faith, and to ſhew che difference between chat 


and a living one. 
The apoſtle would hats us obſerve it Wet See 


thou bow faith wroughi with his works ? how power- 


folly | it governed his heart and conduct, in ſuch a try- 
Vet let us remember, he docs not ſay, 
«ſee how his works produced his f: ith“: No, he 
ſets faith as the leading grace, ad tells us in 


tbe next verſe, that the Her pine % fulfilled 


"which ſaith, Abraham believed God, and it was 
imputed io "_— TS James held to ogg 
„ OS. | cation 


* OO 


tas * * 
= 


io 4 een 8 as e as: Pat. — 
and on the ocher hand, Paul held to taichywhich Wars 14. 
keth by love, and makes fouls careful to maintain good | 
Works“ as much as dane j they were ſweetly agreed, 
What I ſhall further attempt from this . * 15 
7 divine aſſiſtance may; be granted, is. 

| uy To open the. nature of Faith. e 
II. She w its powerful influence on the 1 and life, _ 

III. How by works it is, made perfect. 


h I. I ſhall endeavour to open the nature of "oy 
5 faith upon which there have been great controver- 
n ties io our day. And Thall endeavour to keep cloſe: 


to the ſcripture, account of it, which ſhews 9 8 
1. That Chriſt is the author as well as finiſper of 
our faith; and that it is wrought in the ſoul by the 
axceeding greatueſs of God's Pager Heb. 12. 2. pb, 
W 1. 19. = 
1 2% That the ward] is the means of it; Faith cometh ' 
| by hearing: and bearing by the word of Gad. Kom. 10. 17 MM 
5 That the heart of man is the ſubject of this 
grace: With the heart man believeth, Ram. 10. 10, 


46 i yea with all the beart, As 8. 37. Thus the author, 
„a, means and ſeat of this principle, are plainly pointed 
er out: but ſtill it is inquired what is the nature of faith ? 


To this the anſwer is ready, 

4. 1t isibe ſubſtance of things hoped far, the plies 
= of things not ſeen. Heb. 11. 1. The things hoped for, 
care all the bleſſings which are promiſed in the goſs | 
icr- Wa pf! : grace and glory, and every good thing that 

2 | God's people need. Faith takes his word. for all, 
and by it they appear ſalſtantial realities to the ſoul. 
be 7% things not ſeen, comprehend all the affairs of tbe 
in inviſible and eternal world, which are revealed in the 
Jed word; ſuch as the being and perfection of God z his 
m4; i creating all chings out of nothing, and upholding ** 
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a by the word of bis power; his creating mak 
in his own Image , and giving to him a law as the 


rule, and condition of his lite; man's breaking that 


law, whereby death and miſery are brought upon the 


world the doctrine of the trinity; the ton of God's 


_ undertaking for us, and his taking upon him out 
nature; wherein he obeyed and ſuffered in our ſtead, 
the juſt for the unjuſt; that he might bring us te God; 
the holy Ghoſt's coming to apply theſe great bleſ.. 
ſings; the reſurrection, general judgment, and the 
future ſtate of happineſs x to the righteous, and miſcry 
to the wicked. Theſe and all other matters of di. 
vine revelation, faith is the ex idence of. 
Exidence is to diſcover what is otherwile unknown, 
and to decide controverſies. Now the world by wif. i 
dom knew not Cod; and they ate full of controverſies 
about divine things. But faith takes the divine evi- 
dence as that which is ſufficient to end all diſpures, 
The believer ſettles the matter there, if God has faid 
it, that is enough ; for F we receive th: witneſs of 
men, the witneſs ; of God ts greater. Human teſtimo- 


ny about diſtant things, tho? it ſhould come from 


perſons of good credit, yet the things are diſtant and 
Inviſible to us, and we know men may be miſtaken : 
but the Lord preſents the great things which concern 
our yur in preſent view, to the believing foul. His 
is compared to glaſs, which opens as it were a 
window into the eternal world, ſo that when the ſpirit 
takes the v-i] from our hearts, we all uiib open face, 
bebolding as in a glaſs the glory of ib Lerd, are chan- 
ed into the ſame image, 2 Cor. 3. 16—18. 
Theſe plain ſcriptures may teach us the a6 of that 
opinion * that in the firſt act of faith we believe, that 
which was not true before”. The objects were the 


fame os, nv” we did not ſee them "ul then. "= 
=. 


Tone Faith wil Ae at Warks. + 


"TIM is ag little truth in aſſerting on the pM bs.” | 
that we have no knowledge of our intereſt in thoſe 
*« bleſſings, in faith, but only by its ects afterwards” 
Hndeed the glory of divine objects engages our firſt 
Attention; yet as the firſt entrance of the word gi- 
wet light, * it gives the ſoul at the ſame inſtant, 
Wome knowledge and enjoyment | of the benefits of the 
Wolorious Sun! + and which is great ly conſumed by 
W fer effects. The conyeyjance of the truth to them, 
dor their relief, as much prevents eyery motion of. 
. their will, as did the divine gracious purpoſe before 
e world was“. For the guilt of unbehiet lies in this, 
bat /ight is come into the world, and men love dart- 
„% rather than light: And their eyes have they clo- 
Wd, leaſt they ſhould ſee and be converted, and healed, 
bey are willingly ignorant of the evidence of the 
ruin of God's word, which ſhines in all his works. $ 
No how can any ſoul poſſibly be turned herefrom, 


110 Wo 5-01 thelamb of God which taketh « away the Sin 
of pf the world," || without any motion of his will? 
550 nother miſtake may likewiſe. be detected here. Some 


old that the faith which unbelievers are condemn'd bc 
Wor the neglect of, is a lower kind of faith, than that = 
hich is ſaving, But what is ſaving fan h beſide thi, 
iz. a receiving with all the heart. the witneſs and . = 
imnony that God hath given us, of eternal lije in h 
W's fon? 1 Joh. 5. 9—12. And he that believeth 

5 pot God, hath made him a liar. The evidence of 


pirit n 
25 is truth ſhines fo clearly as to leave all without e . Mm 
Han- uſe, who do not believe with all their hearts ; while = 


WF" <ry foul that is made willing, by divine power, to 
cceive bis teſtimony, and {et to his ſeal that God is — 
ue, knows that this faith i is not of himſelf ; it is the, i 
E | ff wt 
| Pſal. 11% 130. + P/a'. 84. 11. Mal. 4 * 1 
iLere * 3. 49 dei 28. 27. 2 Pet, 3. 5. 5 | Jon a 
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gift of Gil ; * who! is worthy to be obeyed. : as well oY 
as truſted for ever. Which leads us, 
II. To conſider the Wit influence of faith on 
the heart and lite. Seeſt thou how faith wrought with 
his works? how it moved him to ready obedience, 
When the command came, . Take now thy ſon, thing i 
_« only fon Lſaac, whom thou loveſt, and get-thee 
\ * into the land of Moriah ; and offer him there for 
sa burnt offering upon one of the mountains which 
„ ſhall tell thee of” ! + Abraham knew it to be 
God's call, and that was enough for him; he never 
fands to A fer with fleſh and blood, nor to ſay, 00 I 2 
am in a juſtified ſtate, and Fenn I ſhall be a:. 
ved if J do not comply with ſo ſurprizing and trying Wi 
„A command”. No, tho” there never was a com- 
mand which nature might form more plauſible plea 
againſt than this; yet he makes no delay, but rifein 
early in the morning, prepares for the journey ande 
goes three days travel to the appointed place, for thei 
heart rending work; and there, with unſhaken reſo 
lution he proceeds in bis obedience, umil a voice from 
heaven gave him a releaſe from ſaerificing his ſon, ani 
ſaid, Now I no that thou feareſt God, ſeeintii 
thou haſt not witheld thy ſon, thine only from WA | 
| Gen. 22. 1—12. 
Come precious ſouls, attend here and learn whi 
that fear of God is, whieh is ſooften enjoined and rei 
commended in ſcripture - it is not that dread th 
moves many to work, like Haves for fear of. punill 
ment; but it is a noble regard to God which flow! 4 
from acquaintance with him, and faith in him, where IF 
by the faint views him as worthy to be obeyed witli 
all our powers, and that nothing is too dear to be give 
u * at his command. Such is the nature e and influence 


0 


* nn 3 33. u.. . e *** 


Jof true fach. There: are three things in faith which 2 
powerfully excite to obedience; and guard againſt all 


the promiſe to be ſure and ſufficient, therefore he ſhaſl 
be upported ; and faith prefents eternal thing 28 ner 
and real, therefore to be regarded without delay. And 
if we carefully obſerve, we ſhall find that in theſe are 


L and 119. 128. The contrary of this was the main 


$ © God had given them a law, and declared that in the 
55 they broke ir, they ſhould ſurely die: but the ſer- 


W 77 /bail not ſurely die if ye brake it; and io him they 


Wing as tho' theſe doctrines would hinder obedience. 
i All ſuch objections carry ſuch language as this inthem, 


Trac 2 10 will produce good W 1 3 5 air 


the ſnares of fin : The believing ſoul views the pre- 
cept to be true and excellent, therefore to be obeyed ; 


the main ſprings of obedience, and that the contrary, 
is the root of all miſchief. | on 

1. The foul by Faich views and ellening all God's 
@ precepts concerning all things to be ſure, right, and 
© excellent, therefore ever to be obeyed. P/al. 93 5. 


ſpare that drew our firſt parents into diſobedience. 


pent repreſented that command unreaſonable, and ſaid, 


Thearkned, and rebelled againſt God. And tho' ma- 
Iny of their children deny their being finners by na- 
ture; yet they might be juſtly challenged to produce 
one of them all, who does nor naturally conceit, that 


place upon them. Nay what leſs than this, is jopli- 
4401 in all their objections againſt the doctrines of abſo- 
ute and certain ſalvation in Jeſus alone? Repreſen!- 


namely, that men do not view the divine law to be 


rue and excellent, nor the lawgiver to be worthy of 


all honor and regard; no; but fince he has got the 


power in his hands, we muſt make the beſt terms with 


kim we ay; leſt _e” fall upon us and deſtroy us; 
25 2 be tho' 


Wh plain letter of God's law is hard and ſevere, and 5 
5 Wh. if they break it, yet the full penalty will not take 
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tho! it we were once certain that we were ſecure 3 


from, we would take our eaſe, and live as we Hit. rc 
O aſtoniſhing ! Is this the dignity of human nature. chi 
| that we hear ſo much of We all know that What, fo 
we love; and have a great eſteem of, we purſue after 101 
and delight in, without being drove to it by terrors, A 
or puniſhments : yea, we will purſue after it tho? ter. an 

_ rors and dangers ſhould appear againſt us, and {till of 
hope to eſcape the danger, and to enjoy the object of WM a; 
our deſires: Thus the covetous perſon purſues after, L 
bis beloved gains, the ambitious man after his honors, i is 
and the luxurious man after his pleaſure ; - and. not- WW 1 
withſtanding the curſes of the law are leyelled dire. Wi w! 
ly againſt him, be ſecretly hopes to eſcape the cc 
Jaſh of them, which hope is ſuppor ed by unbelief. 8% lit 
Moſes deſcribes rhe root that beareth gall and worn : di 
wood, as being one who heareth the words of the curſe, u 
Vet bleſſerh himſelt in his heart ſaying, 1 ſhall hart in 
peace, tho I wall in the e of i mine heart ty 
Den . 1 b. 
Every ſoul which 1 runs on jn ci in, is ſome way of 
other: blinded about the truth and verity of Gedi £: 
law ; but the believer views his teſtimonies to be ver = 

| fre,” and that holineſs becomes his houſe for - ever Wi 2 
which engageth him to walk in all the commandments, . 
and ordinances of the Lord blameleſs; and he i C 
abundantly ſtrengthned therein. | 

2 By viewing the promiſe to be fare ond ſufficient * ö 
and therefore he ſhall be ſupported i in all the won 
that God calls him to. [This is one peculiar glory a 


the goſpel plan, that a Full ſupply of help is provide 2 
and promiſed to enable the ſaint to go thro” every du. 
Ly, that the precept epjoins upon him. Is he called 
to go. thro? rough ways, then his ſhoes ſhall be 1 

#04 5 8 as his ay? is his 9 * be. 
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* F 1b will /procice 2 Wh. 


"WY aſſaulted with temptation? The Lid 6h my | 
grace is ſufficient for thee; yea; he ſays to all hs 
children, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee: 
ſo that they boldly ſay, the Lord is my helper, and 7 
Will not fear what man ſhall do unto me. Heb 13. 5, 6. 
A believing view of theſe and other exceeding great | 
and precious promiſes, gives the ſaint a participation 
of ſuch divine ſupplies as enables him to be ſedfaſt 
| and unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord,  forasmuch as he. knows that his” labour f 
is not in vain in the Lord. 2 Pet. 1. 4. 
| x Cor. 15. 58. While thouſands and ten thouſands, 5 
who have had ſome ſight of the danger of a ſinful 
courſe, ſo as io bring them to reſolve to lead a ner 
life; yet have fainted in the way, and by reaſon of 
difficulties without, and ſtruggles within, have given 
up the cauſe and turned again to their old ways, if not 
into worſe conduct than before. Alaſs! what multi- 
tudes of old, deſpiſed the pleaſant land, which Gd 
had promiſed to l/rael, becauſe they believed not his © 
a word : & and tho' they could not deny but it was a 
ed good land; yet they imagined that ſtrength of the ene - 
ver mies and che heighth of their walls, were a ſufficient bar 
ver againſt their procceding any further, anda good reaſon 
ents. tor their turning back into the wilderneſs; where, b 
ne i God's awful judgment their carcaſes fell. And we 
have abundant evidence that the record ot their fall. 
ien lands as a loud and conſtant warning to us all, to give 
woll e more carne ſt heed to the things which we have 
ry o beard in the goſpel, leaſt any man fun after the ſame | 
widel py | example, of unbelief * . 
y du, Natural men purſue a 3 intereſt of akon = 
calle ia all they do; therefore they muſt ſupport themſelves 
e and their cauſe: : but all chat are reconciled to God. 


3 
* 


e. | 
i * Zh 106, 24. 2 Aa 95. & Heb. 2, 3 mY 


dome boldly to the throne of grace, that they may ob. he 


true ones viewed the infinite difproportion there was 


y — — 1 — Mp os 97 OO ACE. OT" w & -” = 1 1 0 > = 3 
— — * —— —_ = os l PE J — g = = e = — * * _ f 
1 > - 4 - — 1 — 2 S x ad - hn * ” es 2 uf A be 2 0 
CCC QA = rs 5 * ee . - — — . CS 
* 2 Cs 8 . 1 2 2 —_—W_ * * . ay a * . A = 
* — © * oO * D 
p « © x i 20 n 5 jo — eee 
— RN $4 -- 2» + A _ — A 4 OO Yo we. - — —— . — 1 2 
my — * — as — 4 ada Fre 
— a 1 _ 2 of aha — —_— * —— — 7 4A __ > — — — $ 
— : . 1 * 4 4 4 12 * 5 D * > 4 > - Pe 
. : 7 '* , FF f e 1 L 3 = i 
. * , \ G 
4 * * 4 . 


3 2 . TO —_— 
* py N * — —— —_ 
5 as, r 8 
K Pe ms JAW 82 . 
- — —— — Ser 
” DINED 2 3 
5 


—— 


* 5 — IT. = bi 
— ; ” — 0 _ 
— ag 2 1 2 
— N 2 4 — 8332 
« wad TE EIT: 


= 
r 
N 8 
> N 
 % > 
* · 
_ 
— 

4 [4 
1 
iy : 
r 
3 F : 
. 
_ 
„ 
2 
1 

. 
= 
: 

4 
1 
5. [5 

4 


0 
q 


by! 
* 
"i 
"Y *¹ 
3 8 
N 
. 1 4 £ 
3 
f 4 


3 — 2 
—— " 0 PA. 


a+ 


th will produce good Vorl. 


become one er him, in intereſt and end; hence they 

| do not go a warfare, againſt the world,fleſh and devil, 
at their own charges; but have truth it ſelf engaged 
to ſupply all their needs, which ſtrengthens them to il *P 


Fain help in time of need. & This diſtinction is very 
Eonfpicuous in the ſpies which Maſes ſent to view the Bi <* 
9 "fo land; altho' the true, and the falſe ſpies both ny 
had a ſight of the ſame walls and enemies, yet how Wl (a8 
different is their language? The one ſays, We are well Wl 
able to overcome them; but the other ſaid, Wie be 
nat able: And the cauſe of this differenceſin judgment 
is quite plain; The falſe ſpies formed their conclu | 
ſionby computing what proportion there was between | 
their own ſtrength, and that of the enemy; while the Jer 


between Jehovah, by whoſe direction they acted, and Jy 
on whole promiſe they truſted, and all thoſe tall L 
worms which others were ſo much frightned at ; and 
this view made them plead with 7/7ae/ not to rebel Wi : 
againſt the Lord, neither fear the people of the land bro 
for, ſay they, they are bread for us; their defence iu 
| departed from them, and the Lord is with us,: fear 
them not. Num. 13. 30, 31. & 14. 9. But the con- 
gregation refuſed to hear, and believe this noble teſti- 
mony, and O, how dreadful were the conſequences! 
% Look back, my ſoul, with holy dread, . 
And view thoſe antient rebels dead; 
% Atrend the offer'd grace to day, 
% Nor looſe the bleſſings by delay. 
4 Seize the kind promiſe while it waits, i! 
% And march to Zion's heavenly gates; 704 
u Believe, and take the promis'd reſt; 
e rod be rere der. ? 1 


f * Phil. 4. 19. Heb. 4. 16. + Watts in the g5th Fſaln. 
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The truth we are upon fhines with peculiar luſtre 
in the example of another antient patriarch, Jacob 
upon his return from Padan Aram with his family, 
brard that his angry brother was coming to meet him, 
| with four hundred men, which filled him with great 
concern; and what can he do with his feeble compa- 
ny? why, be makes his addrefs to his heavenly friend, 
(as well as improves the beſt means within bis power 
for relief) and ſays, O God of my father Abraham, 
and God of my father-Tſacc, the Lord which ſaid un- 
to ne, return unto thy country, and I will deal wel! 
| with thee : I am not worthy of the leaſt of all the 
| mercies, and truth, which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy. 
ſervant.— Deliver me, I pray thee, — thou ſaid'ſt, I 

will ſurely do thee good, Gen. 32. 9—12, O ny 
friends, here is an example for us all ! and may we 
duly regard it. Here precept and promiſe are ſweet- 
ly united, which ſatan is ever trying to ſeparate 
as he did in his temptation to our Saviour, when he 
brought the promiſe of being borne up by angels: but 
left out the clauſe, in all thy ways, which reſpects 
the ways that God has directed us to walk in. Thus 
he often tempts ſouls to preſume upon being upheld 
by divine promiſe, tho' in a way of diſregard of di- 
vine rule. But Jacob could appeal to what God had 
faid, tor the warrant of his cendud, as well as for 
the ſupport of his cauſe ; yet he is far from pleading 
any deſerving of his own; he ſees that he is not worthy. 
of the leaſt mercy ; at the ſame time he believes thac 
God istrue, and there he fixeth his claim, Thou 
| faid'ſt I will ſurely do thee good; and with humble 
| boldneſs, he would hold him to his word, and fay, I 
4 will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me. And the 
The bleſſing he had with a witnefs ; and a new name, which 
ſignifies that, as a prince he prevail'd with Gren 
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Come all you who ſay, that the belief of mercies be- 
ing ſure to us, will make us careleſs in our conduct: 

dare you (till. confront heaven? For ſo long as this | 
and other ſuch like ſacred records remain true, all 
ſuch objectors will be found liars, and their ſpeech 
nothing worth. At the ſame time, this inſtance 
ſhews What a dead, vain. thing, that pretended taitk 


beſt means be could, in order to obtain the delive r. 


e to be regarded wit bout delay. 


which, is that the objects of ſenſe, add jhings of 
time, appear to them as preſent realities while that 
falvation is to them a diſtant uncertainty: And there: 

for things which 2 + know not, they will not do, as 
goſpel ſhould ſhine unto them : bur when God who 


- commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhines 
into the heart, then all things appear juſt the re- 


ent, and glorious realities. By feith Moſes refuſed all 


, 


So 


is, which does not influence men's hearts, and go- 

vern their behavior. Seeſt thou how Jacob's faith 
moved his ſoul to plead and wreſtle all night for pro- 
miſed bleſſings; and likewiſe diligently to uſe the 


ance he wanted? Theſe are the footleps of the flock, Ml - A 
which, we muſt go forth ty, if we would find reſt to does 
our ſouls. A further confirmation of our doctrine is, . 


3. That faith views eternal things as near and real; en 
What mul, None 
titudes are there, where the goſpel nes, who do iſ 
not pretend to deny the importance of religion, that 
ſtill neglect the great ſalvation ? The chief cauſe of 


fore to part with preſent honors, riches or pleaſures, 


long as they can help it. Thus they are willingly 
blinded by the God of this world, leaſt the light of tht 


verſe ; the glories of this wor d are ſeen to be uncer- 


tain, vexatious vanities, and ſpiritual things to be pri- 


the 11 charms of Pharaoh's court, and choſe 
| _ 10 
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to 3 his jet with. God $ affieacd people ; : for he ſaw 
the pleaſures of fin were bur for a ſhort ſeaſon ; yea he. 
Wl c/tcemed reproach for Chrift to be greater riches than 
the treaſures. in Egypt; for he bad reſpe unto the; re- 
compenſe of the reward. Faith preſents the great white · 
throne in view, and gives the ſoul (as. it were, to 
hear the awful and glorious ſentence from the judges. 
mouth, which ſhall reward every mam according to 
his works : and this moves the ſaint to act now, as 
every one will wiſh they had ated when theſe hea», | 
vens ſhall be no more: yea, and he finds that in 
keeping God's commands there is great. remard. 

And as faith guards againſt the allurements, fo. ic 
does alſo againſt the terrors of the world -and the de- 
vil. By faith Moſes farſook Egypt led forth 1/ract. 
from their cruel.maſter, not fearing his wralb, tho? 
Lone of the greateſt of earthly Kings, ſor be endured as; 


o ing bim bo is. inviſible. God reproves his people, 
2 ſmartly by the prophet, that they,ſhould. be afraid of 
ob man al ſpall gre, and forget the Lord their maker, 


Iſai. 52. 12, 13: A believing view of him, was ſuch 


of - 
a ſhield to Daniel's three | riends, againſt the rage of, 
0. another monarch, who had f pread terror thro” _ 


that they were not careful io anſwer him in a matter 
in which he commanded, what their God torbid : 


75 and that they weu!d not obey him therein; no, not- 
hg | withſtanding a. nery furnace was, {ct before them, a3 
of the penalty of ach diſobedience, Dar. 3, 16. 19. 
e. hele truths are ſo weighty, and fo delighiſul, that 

r. Lſcarce know how to leave them ; ; tho? it may be time 
Wie that J come, 


1. 18 conſider how by works, faith i is 1 per- 
fat and 1 underſtand wo. Bugs by * 
So „ 

J Heb It, 21-27. 8 5 a 


world, that they could boldly tell him to his face, 


188 4 Trice F ith will ill prac ghd Werke. * 
1 That hereby the ene or excellent nature of 
faith! is made manifeſt : So theworfmaue i is ſometimes 
uſed ; as by Peter on the day of penticoſt'; Let all 
tbe houſe of Iirael know afſuredly, that God bath made, 
tbat ſame Jeſus, whom you have crucified, both Lord 
and then? Acts 2: 36. Fhat is he hath made it na- 
nifeli, or (as another. text has it) declared bim io be 
Ibe ſon of God with power. 80 here, by works faith is 
made perfect, as its . nature is maniſeltel 
Rb 
22 exerciſe it grows ; it is compared toa grain 
of muſtard ſeed which grows to a great tree: So the 
jaſt who live by faith, walk in the path which is as 
lbe ſhining light, that ſhineth more and more unto the 
perſect day, Prov. 4 . x8. Both of theſe, were emi: 
nently true in . : the perfect nature of his 
faith was made manifeſt, ſo that heaven bore reſtimo- 
ny thereto ; and alſo this trying exerciſe, greatly en- 
cteas'd it. Many weighty: leſſons might be drawn 
1 theſe dbſervations : 1 would touch upon a few, 
Hence ſee how'unreaſonable and falſe, all the 
Sections are, againſt the docttines of free grace, and 
being ſaved by faith, which would repreſent them as 
| injurious to the iatereſt of morality ; when it is clear- | 
by proved, that faith in Chriſt for rigticeouſneſs ant 
| ſtrength, is the very principle from whence all good 
works flow; yea, and truth it ſelf ſhews, that without 
it we can no more bear good fruit, than the branch 
can be fruitful without union, and communion with 
the vine, Jobn. 18. 1-341 
Tet (amazing to think of! 1 ) the ſeripture is not 
fuller of proofs tor theſe doctrines, than the world is 
of « oppoſition againſt them; but if we examine care- 
fully, we ſhall find, that what is ſaid againſt the dot- 
ines of n 2 the ſame * 
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the deceit of their own bearts. We may often hear 


they believed them dactrines were true; and alſo that 
if their good works, did nothing towards intitling 
them to divine favour, they would never do an: 


. 


E. 62 


keth by the way, bis wiſdem faileth him, and be faith 
| Zo every one that he is @ fool; for what greater folly 
can a man expreſs, than this ? Such language holds 
forth plainly, that all their delight is in fin, and there- 
| fore i 1 

| ſequence, they would indulge their luſts without con- 


R N 


| all ; ſo that if ef was but ſecure they would not care 
on the other hand, if ſelf might not lay in ſome claim 
the tedious buſineſs, 

language, that many of the wiſe men of this world 
* thereot ) as one of the ſenate houſes ſometimes do, 
e with a bill ſent them from the other, i. e. ſpy 


« and render it obſcure and intricate, that ſo it may 


better cofne down to things that they do know: and if 


* Mr 8. Keeps divine  energy.. Cedication page 5. 


ory the falſe prophets dreams did of old, namely, ; 


| men, telling how they would gratify their Juſts, if 


| more. Such language, has often reminded me of 
Solomon's remarks, that when bs that is a fool wal. 


they were once delivered from fear of the con- 


troul, with all their might? and that as to their pre- 
tended good works, /elf is the ſpring and end of them 


what became of God's honor, or others welfare; and 
for the ſervices they do for . Ty woos go. 
This folly is dreſt up in our day, whh all the fine | 
are matters of; who, with great pretences of reaſon, 
make as bold with the bible, (as to the goſpel part 
« faults,and make amendments, only to clog theſame, 


ce ſink at laſt” * But before men venture ſo fer to 
ſpeak evil of thoſe things, lich they know not, they had 


they would give ſuch a deſcription of theit ſentiments, 
about what is good * in their own. families, % 
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= 28 ey do ot Chriſt's family, there Sud be no 
1 rear danger of their jubverting avhole bon ſes, as they 
often do. Let one of [theſe doctors come out, and 
tell the wtetd: that “ He has got a very affectionat 
„and faithful wife, and the way ſhe is kept fo, is by 
<6 à conſtant fear of being divorced and puniſhed, if 
„ ſhe ſhould embrace a falſe: lover ; and that he ha' 


e by holding her in ſuſpence about his unſhaken love 


when ſhe cries, Set me as a ſeal. upon thine heart :— 
For love is flirong as death, Jealouſy is as cruel as tbt 


PET * * * * 2 8 TH 
ry 


4 "IR" F with poll ure, nd W her 


« no other way to keep her in good order, bũt only 


*< to her“: Or that “he has got an excellent and] 


«© obedient ſon, and the way he is kept ſo, is by fre 


< quently threatning to diſinherit him, if he rhe not 


% hehave well; and that he i is forced to hold his 


** fon always in doubt, about ever enjoying his fa 


4, ther's eſtate ; in order to keep bim in good ſub- 
<< jection to his commands”. Now when they can f 
cohvince us, that this is the beſt ſort of ceconomy m 


a human family, then poſſibly we may believe, that 
aſſurance has a hurtful tendency ; and that it is not 
tbeſt, for Chriſt to grant the requeſt of his ſpouſe, 


grade. * Tho' as long as we believe that God knew 
beſt what has a good tendency, who ſays, of our ſpi 
ritual David, I bis children forſake my law, and wall 
not in my judgments, then will ] viſit their tranſpreſſon 
"with the rod, neverthel:ſs, my loving kindneſs will I nit 
utterly tate from bim, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail 
And that he is willing more abundantly to ſhew unto 
the heirs of promiſe ihe immutibility of his counſel, that 


they might have ſtrong conſelation : + ſo long we mull 
deteſt and abhor all ſuch teachings as would: repre- 


ſent, that the knowledge of God's unchanging: love 
in Chriſt Jeſus, is of a dangerous * 8 : 
- It 


% Cant. s 6, Pal, 99. wh ta. 6. 174 185 
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Let us attend to the teſtimony of one, h was = 
A our Lord on the mount, concerning this mat. 
ter. © Beloved, (ſays he) now are we the lons of 
„God, and it dorh not yet appear what we ſhall 

be: but we Know, that when he ſhall appear, we | 
„ ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 

And every man that hath bis hope in him, purifieth — _ | 

_ «himſelf, even as be is pure). This teſtimony is || 
| 


diematrically oppoſite to the modern notions of ma- 
Dy; in two points: one is, that many will fay, 4 +. 90 
+ you are aſſured, you are got beyond, hope: but 
Job calls a knowing. that we ſhall have the beatific 
k viſion, this bope : and tho he does not aſſert that all 
ſaints have this Knowledge ; yet near the cloſe of 
this experimental epiſtle, he does ſay, © Theſe things 
n | 4 have I written unto you that believe on the name of 
inW © che fon of God ; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life”, . Which i is as plain as words can ex · 
preſs, that all true believers may know, that they have 
eternal life. - The other point is, the effect of this 
knowledge. How often have we heard it declared, 
that if a per ſon knows he ſhall go to heaven, this 
ev vill make him careleſs about his conduct“. And 
„pet Joh aſſerts, that every man that hath 1bis hope in 
him, purifieth himfelf : and aims at nothing leſs thad, 
to be pure even as Chriſt ic pure. And now who ſhall we 
credit ? him that wrote by inſpiration of God, or they 
that ſpeak and write according to the wiſdom. of this 
world ? Surely we muſt glve in to the apoſtles con- 
cluſion, Let God be true, and every man a liar. , 
Therefore, 2. Hence learn the reaſon. why all 
fin is ſummed up i unbelief, both by Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, John 16. 9. Rom. 3.9 & 11. 32. Gal. 3. 
22. The more we 004 into . truely, the more 
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declares that God is the fountain of all good and hap- 
pineſs. Now, was this believed, by precious ſouls, 


could they purſue a courſe contrary to him, in order 
to obtain happineſs ? Our Savior ſhews, . that one 
ſoul is worth more than this world, and that if.s 


man ſhould gain the whole world, and looſe his oo 


{oul, he would, have a dreadful bargain of it. —If this 


was credited as a reality, could men poſlibly neglect . 
their ſouls for earthly trifles, as moſt of them do? 


Solomon ſays, The getting of treaſures by a lying rongue, 
75 a vanity toſſed to and fro of them that ſeck death. * 
Were this viewed as truth, b any that take falſe and 


deceitful ways to get wealth, it would be like the 


drawn ſword I to one of old, who loved the wages of | 
. wnrighteouſneſs, he fell before i it, I haye ſome where 
ſeen this remark, that of all tranſgreſſors, the drunk - 
ard may ſeem to have the moſt reaſon to ſay, he can- 
not help gratifying his Juſt ; yet preſent him with 
the fineſt bowle of liquor, and then Jet him know, 
that there is a doſe of poiſon in the bottom of it, he 
will not take it. Now truth it ſelf warns him not 
to look 4 upon the wine when it is red, when it giv- 
eth his colour in the cup; becauſe, at the laſt it beth 
lite a ſerpent, and flingeth like an adder. - 


So as to uncleanneſs, where is the mariner, let him | 


be ever fo weary, that would lie down upon the 


yielding wave, or think to take his reſt upon the zop 


of a maſt ? yet the oraches of God give this as a juſt 
emblem of him that yields to the harlots embrace. | 


Yea and alſo likens him to the ox that goes to the 
lang bier. and a bird that baſtetb to the ſnare, and know- 


eib not it is 2 his life. And if we Ezekiel) 


turn | 


. n Num, 22. 31. 5 Prov. 25 3. 32 
| 4 Prov. = P* & 7. 22. 23. ED | 
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turn yet again, we ſhall ſeegreaterabominations than : 
theſe, in the falſe ſwearer. He is afraid of loſing 
of earth; or, of meeting with ſhame and 
zuniſhment from men, and what will he do? why, 


zs falſe ; which reminds me df a paſſage in fir Francis 
Bacon, to this effect, that © The har acts the part of 
dea bravado towards God, but of a coward rowardy 3 
« men; for he faces God, but Srints from men”. 
Be ye aſtoniſhed O ye heavens at this! © 
This again brings to mind a maxim, EY ET 


there 1 is the evil of fin, and the evil of aſſlidion: one 
is againſt God, the other affects our ſelves ; and ſelf 
generally carries the day, ſo that Elibu's words are. 
more juſtly applicable, even to moſt profeſſors in our 
day, than they were to' Fob. and his friends Tale 


" Wh þced, regard not iniquity : for this baſt thou choſen ra- 
' iber than afflition, Job. 36. 21. Whereas thoſe that 
x live by faith, now as well as formerly, chuſe to en- 
dure the trial o f cruel muckings, and ſcourgings, bonds 
„and impriſonments ; yea to be Roned, ſawn aſunder, or 


„Lain with the ſword : or to wander about in ſheep ſkins, 
1 and goat ſkins, being deſtitute, afflited; tormented, ra- 
1 ther than accept deliverance upon any ſinful terms. 
* Heb. 11. 35. 37. And did the ambitious man be- 
1 live, that all men's hearts are in the hand of the 
Lord, and that he ſpeaks the truth when he ſays, 


me, ſhall. be lightly eſteemed; > would he take the 
contrary way to obtain honocf? | 


And what ſhall we ſay of hypocrites | > They draw ; 
near ta God with thiir mouth, and bonor him with 
| ibeir 


* 1 Sam. 2, 30. 


p . 

, : < 
* F ' N %. 
| | 2 24 


| he will deny the truth and appeal to heaven to con- | 
firm that, which God and his own conſcience know 


ölften uſe viz. ** Of too evils chuſe the leaſt”. Now - 


T bem "that boncr me, I will honor ; and they that 4 1 


* * "Tr Faithwil prodic goes 1 Why 


their lips ; but have removed. their: beart far from bin, # *, 


| They are very ſtrict in ſome outward forms of wor- 
ſhip, and generally add ſome precepts of men to divine 
inſtitution. They come and ſit, ſometimes before a. 


good miniſter, and if he is eloquent, his preaching is 4 


to tbendas a very lovely ſong, and they will praiſe 


= Aſpeaker.and his words, but they do them not: for with 
= . 7zbeir mouth they ſorw much love, bat their heart goeth, 
"after ibeir Soak Mp : + ſo that they will urn did: 


the juſt for a thing. of naught ; devour. widow” s houſes, 
and are full of extortion and exceſs 1; 8 vet will make, 


long prayers, and have many religious pretences, . and 


cry, 1s not the Lord among us? none evil can come up- 
on us. They do not knew that. Chriſt 1s IN them, 


tbe bope of glory 0 but might know. the contrary. m7 


pet upon. a negative een, they Torn, a 52 nive 


_ concluſion. x, 


Obſerve it well, they do not by fach truſt; in Chriſt ;, bs 


yet will they lean upon bim, and ſay, 1s not the Lord 
among us? The world's religion is built upon nega- 
tives; but when the Lord s ſervants openly point 
out to them their abominations, and warn them of, 
the dreadful conſequences thereof, they, will watch, 
] for iniquity ;, make @ man an offender for a word, and, 
| lay @ ſnare for bim that reproveth in the gate! | ac 
« tho the beads of Zion judge for reward, the priefts 


| reach for bire, and the prophets divine for money; F 


yet becauſe the Lord's name and worſhip is among 


them, they will not hear. to any ſuch thing, but for | 


all they are ſo much againſt certainty ;nceligios they 
no poſitively contradict the warning, and ſay, ont, 
"4 evi can come upon Us. Ah! were * once convinced, 


| : of 
= K. 29. 13: Mat. 15. 8, 8 1 Buck 30. xr, 32 
8 Lai. 29. 21. Mat. 23. 14 25. J Mich, 3. 11; 


$ Col. 1. woo * 29. 20. 2l. I Micab 3 11 


Tue F raith a Wi il produce god W, . 49. 


af the truth; ; ſinners. in Zion would be * afraid | 
fearfulneſs ſhall furprize- ccc 
Time would fail, to ſpeak of the evidence that aps * 
pears from every quarter, of unbelief's s being the root 
of all evil. The wage⸗ of all / fa nis death, + which 
comprehends 1 the ruin both of ſoul and body, for time 
and eternity. 7 his is what every {inner is at work 
for, as much as one that is hired is at work for his 
wages: it is what he earns, and juſtice will give hint 
his que. Come up then, you that ſay, If our good. 
« works do nothing towards procuringGod's favour, We 
. willdo no more; Did you believe that the wages 
ol. your bad works is death, and that you earn hell, 
by every ſin you commit; could you run on to abule 
the goodneſs of God, and treaſure up -wrath unte 
your ſelves as you do? Rom. 2. 4, 5. 

Methinks I hear ſome ſay, © We are far from * 1 
* nyivg theſe plain truths, and rules; but there are 
« certain dactrines taught by ſome, which do a world 
of miſchief. Ay, What are they? why one is, 
„ That aht 3 are fallen undone ſinners, and 
cannot help themſelves in the leaſt; hence tis in + - 
„many month's I cant help my ſelf, and o bey go 


% 
> 


„ on in fn”. 

| Anſwer, I know 1 have heard ir 3 many mou ths, . 
who yet, when death and eternity have been made to 

Y appear realities before them, have talked quite other 
haguage: for then they would cry, © O if God wal 
WH © ſpare my life, I will never live as, I have done”? 

YM Which demonſtrates that they do not really ſee, . 
, they can do nothing, but only would ward, off con- 
% viction by that pretence. Do you think, the woman 
) 


with an iſſue of blood, who had /uffered many things 
70 of hf cians, and had * all that ſhe had, 
wy Ss 8 . e and 


la. 33 14. 5 Tom 6. 23. 
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oY way ne 2 1 Peter but ber . . wah 
'bindered by a ſenfe of het he/ple/5 caſe, from coming 
to Jeſus, for a free cute 27 Our Lord gives the rea: 


| ſon of his being diſregarded, yea rejected by the Few: 


thus, They that are whole need not the phyſieian, but 
they that are ſick. + Had they believed the prophets 
teſtimony, | That. their whole bead was ſich, and 
their whole heart faint ; that there was no ſoundneſs 
in them, they would. not have rejected our glorious 
phyſician as they. did. Indeed the contrary opinion, 
was the very cauſe thereof; they thought that the 


Meſſiah would teach them ſome further good things, 


that they might do to inherit eternal life : I but 
when he nroclaimed: liberty ro them from captivity 
and bondage, this gave great offence, aud they ſaid we 
be Abraham's ſe d, and were never. in bondage ; how 
Jo thou, we ſhall be made free? $ | 
"This dofrine is io far from being injurious to good | 
ie, that the contrary conceit is the main ſupport of 
ſinners and hypocrites, in all their bad doings in this 
world. For lo long as men think, that to gratify their 
_ carnal inclinations in pleaſure; and liberty, they will 
be upon their guard againſt any attempts that are made 
to turn them therefrom ; and will lock upon all that 
make ſuch attempts as enemies to their liberty, and 
happineſs; and if they cannot deny but the conſequen- 
ces will be dreadful hereafter; yet ſo long as they 
think they can turn when they pleaſe, they will put 
it off till a more cenvenient ſeaſon. Whereas if they 
were once convinced that they are captives in the 


worſt of /avery, and that nothing but almighty grace 
dean deliver them, they would de! in haſte for celive- 


Trance. 


„„ bei” Lakes 31.-] tf. 1 5.6.4 Mat.19. 
* Luk. 4. 18. 28. JOUR: 


16, Luk. 10 25. & 18. 18. 
8. 33. then 24. 1 Pl. 49. 2. Iſai, 51. * 


rance 
dent 
take 
had ji 
with 


COVE 
N pret: 
the 


| CONC 


ings 
cauſ 
{uch 


* ſaid, 


Trae, ah aint 15 
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had juſt pard her vows, and had more peace offerings. 


themſelves even unto Fell T hou art wearied in the 
greatneſs of thy way ; yet ſaidſt thou not, There'is 
no hope. Tho” they were got ſo near to hell in their 


conduct, they ſtill hoped to 75 ruin there ; and 


, what was this Hope built upon? ? why, the life of their 
hands ; ibis guarded them againſt being grieved for 


Twill declare thy righteouſneſs, and thy works, for 


bim that 1s of a contrite and humble ſpirit, Ila, 57, 


the -houſe of Jacob their ſins ; even ſins which were 
covered under an enquiry after juſtice, and a plc aſi ing 
pretence of much devotion ; and he ſhews them, that 
the pleaſure which they found therein, was a pleaſing 
conceit that God was indebted to them for theſe do- 


unn Tv 2 % 1—— . . * 3 


Tho he did know at the ſame ime that they did not 


dens, and let the oppreſſed go free: did not deal their 


WF.» ——— ha? 


58. I=6. '- 


} Prov, 7 14 "7 


4, and entice otheis to. 
take their #11 of luſtful loves, with this plea, that ſhe. 


e 

; 

E "Ip 
N with her. So God ſays to thoſe whq bad debaſed FE 
8 
F 


all their abominations, The Lord proceeds to ſay, 
they ſhall not profit thee. For ſays he, I dwell, with 


9, 10. 12. 15. In the next chapter the prophet. is 
commanded to lift up his voice like a trumpet to ſbe 


ings. Behold | ye exad all your labours | And be- 
cauſe he did not own their accounts, nor make hem 
ſuch returns as they expected, they complained and 
„aid, Wyereſore have ue faſted and t hou jeeſt nat? 
hav: afflicted our foul, and thou take/t no knowledge * 


— —— In 1 


loaſe the band, of wickedneſs, not 1 bedr "a Fa 


— — — 


| bread to the hungr y, nor cloat al to the ncked Iſa: | 


Theſe are God's declarations concetnibg 57 5 gev- { 
| les Te ee, which is done * the hife of their 
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for the excellency of the kno wleage of Chriſt Feſus ; det 
that he might be ſound in him, not having bis n pal 


| we Fo: and it all comes to much the ſame. with the v6 
k _ doings of our firit parents, after they had got the _ 
. knowledge that was torbidden ; it-is to cover their na- hea 
| |  heaneſs, and to hide even from God: Yea he fays, MW and 
i4 | they ſeek deep to hide their counſels from the Lord, 1 
1 1 Iſai. 29. 15. That it may bot be known what the itue the 
. nature and ſprings of their actions are. This ſhould MW 4 
4 put us alt upon cloſe conſideration, Great profeſſi- upc 
a ons of love in word and in tongue, are the polite mode he 
. of our days ;. but as to love indeed and in truth, by ſup 
L giving to the deſtitute thoſe things which are need. i yin 
* ful fer the body; or to lay downour lives for the bre- tha 
.  - fhren, how little of that is to be found? Here men Ch 
bave many plauſible coverings, * tho”. John * to 
He dwelleth the love F God in him? + Paul ws M . 
voce hid under as good a covering as any of thele; bb 
4 yet when divine light ſhined into his heart, he coun- tin 
i | red all his doings and poſſeſſions but leſt, and dung, the 
= righteouſneſs, but the righteouſneſs of God by. faith, re 
1 FW 065 he warns Chriſt's flock to beware of thole who ag 
bl . taught | in the contrary way, as being dogs and evil 08 
4 1 workers. Vet this was ſo far from making him care- ma 
4 leſs about his behaviour; that he directly renounce h Bu 
3 the notion of reſting in what he had a/ready obtained re/ 
= and aſſerts that he was reaching and preſſing after Jug 
_ perfect holineſs, Phil. 3 2 8.— 16. This ſhews the gat 
"2 genuine effects of faith in Chriſt — for righteoul- 1 
= ' nels and length. „ £01 
bn Anoden inge 
| A 


* ce And ſome ho 3 no need, complain of want, 
% To thoſe whoſe bread they know to be but ſcant 3 
Leaſt they ſhould ſomething from their hands expect, nn 
And ſo by Hing, cover their neglect.“. PL Wye! Fc 
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- Aw diarine which many think bas a bad ten- 
| 7 is that of perſonal election; becauſe they often 
| hear ſinners ay, « If 1 am elected 1 ſhall os faved”, . | 
and on they run in all aborginatzons. | 
But this is doing axa@ly as the devil would libre 
them, even not to believe nor regard, thoſe things 
which are revealed that belong to us; but to preſume 8 
upon the ſecret things that belon 1 te God. Thus 
be would have had our Savior preſume upon the ſecret 
_ ſupport of angels, by caſting himſe!f down from the 
pinnacle of the temple, without any regard to the ways 
that divine revelation has directed us to walk in. 
Chriſt's anſwer proves, that to uſe the ſcripture (0, 1 13 
10 tempt God, and not to fruſt in him. 5 
Election is as expreſly taught as any doctrine ja the 
bp ble; yet it has been dreſt in ſuch a form, in our 
times, that many ſtart at the mention of it, as ſoon as 
they would at one covered with a bear- ſcin, and ſo 
determine againſt the doctrine by their imagination and 
paſſions, inſtead of being governed by ſcripture and 
r-aſon. Indeed attempts are made ts bring both theſe 
againſt it. One thing advanced for this end is, that 
to hold that a particular number are elected. would 
make God a reſpecter of perſons, contrary to his word. 
But if the matter be examined, we ſhall find that the 
= reſpect of perſons, ſo often condemned; is a perverting . 
Judgment, thro' a wrong bias, ſo as to thew that re- 
gar! to ſome, and diſregard to others, which is unjuft. 
+ Now every pious ſoul deteſts any ſuch thought con- 
cerning Jod; yet we have early notice of his refpett= 
ing perſans'in another ſenſe. He had #eſpe& unt 
I Abel, and to his offering; but untoCain and to his offer- © 
ing he had not frelj pea; which made Cain very wroth: :- 
= Ws wuhereupon 
Ut. WED 10 7 6. | 
8 2 1 Nn. 10 72 2 til! * 75 7: 
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x > whereupon N de mands thettafon of is i, MER PS 65 N a: 
If thou doſſ well, ſhalt thou not be 1 ? and if fabb 
Tou doſt not well, [i 5 1 n lieth at the door. As if he Pe 
had laid, Do you think I am ſo unjuſt as not to ac- the: 
* cept all that is done well“. This demand Cain pred 
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could not anſwer; but turns to talk with his brother, begs 
al nd to end the controverſy ſhed his brothe;*s blood; ul 
0 [ | and we are expreſly told, that the reaſon why he New : 1 
1 him was, Becauſe his own works were evil, and his of | 
=_ brothers righteaus, Gen 4. 4.—8. 1 Joh. 4: . ons 
= Here is ſovereign electing love di ſplay d, in the firſt 0 


family of the human race; two brothers come to wor- 
ſhip God, and he reſpeds the perſon and offering of ⁵ Fehn 


* 


* 
- n 
© n bY 
— - = 


1 the younger, while the elder is not reſpected. This wet 
1 i began a bloody controverſy which is not ended to this; OE 

27 day; and it all centers againſt God's doing what he 3 5 
=_ will with his own grace; || and his not being under any. 2 x 

wr obligation ro beſtow it upon any, for all their doings. . 0 1 

4 The ſtate of this controverſy is ſer in a very cleat 4 Wo 
4 light by the evangeliſt- Luke, who informs us, that 850 

Jeſus, after ag wonders | in Oper 1 came to en 

1 1 I. N Nazareth 18 
by i the Hl Wed is it, that Fame - wilt bring this demand» 2 

3 as 2 proof that we are to be accepted for our well ding „ 7 
_ which was made to convict Cain of the falſhood of ſuch F ] 
4 notions I It was by faith that Abel offered unto God a more An 

cenxellent facriſice than Cain. hy which he obtained witneſs, ibat WON 

be ions ghtevus. Both Abel's perſon,and bis offering were ra. 

accepted in the beloved Redeemer, ſo that his works were 15— 

done from a right principle, to a right end; both of treat 

which were wanting in Cain's offering; therefore his = 7 

works were not well done, and the Sin lav at his cwn. 8 | 

door. / Every good act flows from love, out of a pure heart 13 

and good conſcience, and from faith unfeigned: and the elain 

divine oracles aſſure us, that all who wer ve from this, in to 

underſtand neither hat they fay, nor chere, they Mun undo 


Heb. 11. 4 Eph. 1. 5. 1 Tim. 15 5 To, 
ow 20, 15. | - . 
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Fee where he had tn n up, WY on the 
ſabbath - dav. he in their ſynagogue read in the pro- The 
f phecy of Eſalas, where it was written, The ſpirit of = 
the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hatb anointed me to 
preach the goſpel to the poor, &c. After which he 
began to ſay unto them, 7 his day is the ſcripture. 
Juljiled in your ears: and all bare him witneſs, and 
"wondered, at the gracious words which proceeded out 
of his mouth. But Jeſus ſoon diſcovered what noti- ; 
ons they had of grace, for he ſaid, ye will jurely ſay © 
unto me this proverb, phyſician heal thy ſel} : whge- : 
forever we hqve heard in Capernaum, do alſo in thy - + 
country. Which ſhews that they ſuppoſed this glori= :?! 
ous phyſict ician was · under ſome obligation to them, ſto (| WM 
that if he did not do as great things there, as in other „ 
places he would be partial and need healing himſelfs _ 
But Jeſus aſſures them that there were many widows. 
in Ifrael in the days of Elias; and many leapers in 
the days of Eliſba, and yet none. of them had ſuch 
\ favours granted, as were ſhewn to a widow among 
Si donans, and a leaper among the Syrians: Which 
was as much as to ſay, ** I am under no obligation to 
i beſtow my grace upon you, becauſe.of your out- 
ward friendſhip; but have good right to grant it to 
heat hens, while you are left to periſh in your fins”. 
And obſerve the effect; thoſe who had juſt before 
wondered at his gracious words, now were filled with _ 
wrath, and roſe up and Tus him out, Luk. 4. | i 


15—29. And why ſhould his ſervants he an better 
treatment than their maſter had? 
As Jong as any perſon thioks he has any thing in in 
6 or done by him, which can give him the Jeaſt 
elaim to ſalvation more than others, he will not give 
in to this doctrine; but all that are brought to ſee their 
undone 2 as it is, have no other gleam af hope, 


an 
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than by ſovereign . Fot they ſee, that if any goock 


thing were to be done by them, as a neceſſary condi - 
tion of their deliverance, 1 it would be a gone caſe with. 

> them for ever. But to hear that God is gracious to 

whom he will be gracious, and that he juſtifies the un- 

goaly ; ; this is good news to their poor ſou ls: and when 


they receive it, they can heartily join with Pau in o 
| bleſhing the father, for all the ſpiritual bicſſings which 6 
are laid up inChriſt, According as he hath choſen us in t 
bim, before the foundation of the or. d, that Ce 
cou d be holy. Eph. 1. 3—7. . 
Obſerve Paul lays, Le hath cboſen: us, that we pr 
ould be hol): But the modern notions are, that W 
. he'chuſeth vs becauſe we are ho'y, making that io be © 
© the cauſe, which Pau! viewed to be the ect. All f 
the controverſy turns upon this point, whether — 1 
good p edſure of God s will, or dur free il be the FF *© 
eau/e of our ho ineſs and happineſs. * Jelus is ſo far " 
from giving /forcſeen faith and good works, as the | *© 
cauſe of babes, receiving goſpel grace, inſtead of the, W th 
wile and ptudent, that he reſolves it all into father's ar 
ory _ 25 /e it N Sebi his * fight. Mat- FF % 
. 1 I. 152 WH 
a for 


5 Ons juſtly ies, wat e (lea, 0 fets up an 
inferior cauſe above a ſuperior ; making election and . 
&+ falvation no more than a may be, inſſead of a fhall be. 6 

© It repreſents the Almighty as ever fluctuating i in his 


* councils, taking up with new conſultations depen- 1b; 

*< dant on the fickle will of man, and the uncertain i thi 
adds that flow therefrom : by which method he is, Wl -; 
I brought in ſaying. O!1wilif they will ; and O ! ou 
«« that they may will to believe, become holy, dili- 47 


< gently and perſevering!y by improving their ſtock of : 
s tfree- will abilities, that they may be faved : : neverthe- i 
s lefs not my will but their will be do! \s | 1 dec 
Chandler's doctrine of grace, * at Boſton 174. = 
Page 208, 1 3 * 


6 
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11. * And if any. man teach otherwiſe; than cheſs 
wholſome words of our Lord Jeſus "Chriſt, and the 
| doctrines according to godſineſs, we are aſſured tha 
be is both proud and ignorant, | Tim. 6. 3—5 And 
tho” ſuch, generally deny their partaking of Adam's 
fo, yer, they at the/ſame time bear witneſs. thae they 
\ allow the deeds of their father, by queſtibning the truth 

of what God has plainly aid: and aſpiring to be as 
Gods to know, inſtead of leeping their oe as revs 
tures, to receive and obey. |. * 


ſtateſqan or genera), that Mould lay ſuch a Slain of 
| proceedings as would need perperval alterations, and 


175 ſcheme of conditiznal decrees. 3 
15 BY Bur methinks 1 hear ſome ſay, * We have” one ob- 


: & jection that is invincible againſt. all this reaſoning, 

e and that is, there are many who profeſs a full bes. 
left of theſe doftriner, that are in fact ſome of the 
- © worſt of men? 1 own'tis a lamenrdble fact, that 
. | there are ſuch men, and ſo there were.in James's day i 
's and he compares them to dead bodies, and fays, As 
t | the body without the ſpirit. is dedd, jo faith without 
85 works is dead alſ», Jam. 2. 26. The Jews bad the | 
Irm of knowledge, and of the thuth inthe law: ſo m n 
7 may have the form of doctrines of faith and a body of 
. 8 under the, goſpel, and yet both of them wee 
ais uct ſo as to cauſe the name of God to be Blaſph:med 


libro“ them, Yet who would reject all bodies, becauſe 


711 of faith ; ; and ot Hing by faith &c. + and. ſo all 
ought.to' live, Again Jude calls ſuch perſons filthy 
dreamers; naw VO will ſay chat their waking thoughts 
and views, have not good influence on their conduct, 
becaule ey may have _—_ thoaghts and views in 


dream: 


was liable to final diſappointmient: yer ſuch j is their 


1 Rom, 2. 20, 24: 2 Cor. 4 4 85 Gal: 3 It, Hb. 16. 38. 


— 


Theſe great pretenders to reafon, would deſpi fs 2 


there are ſore dead flinking ones ? We read of the [pie 
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gp oy 


Freams, N they. remain. aſleep on their beds 
However, ſince you are for appealing to fade, we 


* try alew of them., None that beheve the fcrip- | 
tures 7 tes ſonabl deny that the Jews had high no- 


tions of their power to do good works; Pau ſpea- 
| ethexpreſly, that they fo lowed after 15 Jaw of righ- 
teouſneſs, and had a zeal for God ; and he is as Expreſs 
concerning the reaſon why they did not attain to it, 
becauſe they ſoup bt it not by faith, Rom, 9. 31,32.10.2 
They had no ſuch, faith as he taught in ſovereign de- 
Crees, and ſovereign mercy to helpleſs ſinners. No, 
they held to works which they could do, to entitle 
them to divivie bleſſings. Now let us ſee what fruits 

- theſe principtes produced; they both killed the. Lord 
Jieſus, and their u prophets, and perſecuted the apo. 


tles: they 2 nul God and were conirary to all men, 


| Sc. 1 Theſ. 2. 15: 16. But the apoſtles on the other 
hand, preached that both Jew and Gentile were all 
under ſin, and that by g o'ace we are ſaved thro' faith, 
and that not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God. And 
theſe doctrines ſpread their victorious and bappy i jnflu- 
ence as far as the Koman conqueſts had ever extended. 
 Aﬀterwat ds there came on a terrible falling aWay, 
ha, the man of ſin was revealed, who oppoſed theſe 
_ dodrines, and carried his notions of man's power to 


do good works fo far as to hold, that he could do 
more than were required. But inſtead of theſe prin- 


ciples producing gd works their bad works. got to 
ſuch a length, chat the Pope's indulgencies to commit 
fin with hopes of another pardon, were openly ſold by 
their miniſters, to get money, This ſhocked Luther ; 
and he and Calvin, and others were moved to prolet 

againſt thoſe abominations,and boldly to prezch thoſe 
| doctrines, which have 5290 Calvins name ever ſince. 
And none will deny chat * produced g great and 


good 


/ \ 


LE REY 
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ne F ai 0 produce. audi or . EY 
B 9 effects . but ſuch a8 are either e or pen 


friends to papery. Great was the ſpread, and happy. . 
PB the influence of theſe doctrines in our nation at thoſe 
8. times; yet the contrary principles have ſince ex- 
4 BY reoſively prevailed. - And a. hated divine obſerved 
8 celeven years ago, to an aſſembly of the national cler- 
g y, that © Tis a general complaint, that our chur- 
8 « ches are leſs frequented than they uſed formerly to 


« be, and that degeneracy of manners univerſally pre- 
« vas. Now ſays he I may venture to affirm, that 
the moral preaching ſo much in vogue, is the cauſe 

„ of all this. In ſhort we have preached morality 
= long. that we have hardly any morality left; 
and this moral preaching has mad our peop le ſo 

60 very immoral, that there are go lengths of wicked. 4 

8: neſs which they are afraid of running into“. “ 
I am not inſenſible chat many are ready to reje@ 

this teſtimony, becauſe it comes from a friend to the 

doctrines which they diſlike ; therefore out of the a- 

bundant evidence which might be produced from the | 

other ſide, I will touch upon what appears in one, 

that the nation has owned to be a ralianal writer, 1 

mean Dr. John Brown, whoſe eftimate of the manners 

ang principle of the times, publiſhed'ten years ago, met 

with ſuch a reception that we are told it had "fix edi- 
tions in ſeven months. Therein he gives a very rati- 

onal: account of the preſent ſtate ot our nation, de- 

| duced from plain facts. He ſays, ** We may with 

truth and candyur conclude, that the ruling cha- 

e rater of the preſent times is that of a vain, luxuri- 

* ous, and ſelfiſh effeminacy”. And which has pre- 

vailed to ſuch a degree. among them, 'who are called 

Pines = he fas, SQ ſuppoſe. a man of faſhion 
Be ns” H 2 = Iway'd. 


3 Mr. one 5 Sermon at the viſigttoh of the Archdezcon 
ol Surry, _ 1755. page 16, 17. | 


— — — 


1 
1 
SY 
4 
15 
25 
* 
1 q 
1 
1 
. 
U 
8 
k 

4 
s 

+ \ 
i 

| 

, 


* 
- . 

* — 

r 


2 


o * : - + " 
— ©. 3 — 


: 4 
— — —ͤ—Ü—— a. fo AO recs. 


= = 7 _ = - 
» 3 — — 862 . 
b pe x £ 
q 
= $ Py 
- — — * — — ä 1 * 
E — rr 1 3 ? \ 
, N 1 
FL 
” * 
* f - 
— 5 - a 
— * ” 
* : ——— 3 o2oy42 28 . . 1 
2 L 
1 L 
82 U 
o 2 


— 
2 * r . 
x —_— As IS” 

* * 


U 
[ [ 
7 
C 
1 
. 
3 
= 1 
o 
1 
VIY 
Li 
J p 
l 4 
+ 
* | 
5 * 
* 128 
. 
0 


——— „ ͤ?Ä——« Coon 
_ 4 — >L 


| Hence the day ſet apart by the laws ofthis country, 
for religious ſervice, he derides and affronts as 4 


I... vulgar and oBſolete iaſticurior?. . And they have f 
ſo loſt a ſenſe of Lonour, that he ſays, They 13 F 


& at the picture of cheir own follies; they go home, 


c and wribout” a Muſh repeat them”.* And he ſhews, 


that the principle of regard to the publick good 


« for endleſs diſſention in the ſtate”. ' Thus (ſays he) 
by gradual and unperceived decline, we ſeem” glid- 
ing down to ruin. We laugh, we ſing, we feaſt, 


ning our deftrufion”,” © 2 
Thus he pbints out our danger; and dreadſol ex- 


| Fler ſince have gonfitm'd the truth of theſe ob- 

ervations. But what ſhall give relief in this doleful 
"(caſe ? why DF: Brown ſays, he had it in his thoughts, 
to have proceeded to the conſideration of their "of | 
25 atlicable remedies : but (ſays be) as the cloſet· pro- 


ids ot retired and ſpeculative men, often are re- 
« garded, as chimerical; he was therefore unwilling, 


46 


remedies; the one laſting, the other temporary: and 
ſays he, „ The firſt jet ms totally impract ic able at 


40 preſent : bor as hey ſuppoſe a change of manners 
* an. principles; this may juſtly be regarded as an 
hy impoſſible event, during the preſent age; and! s 


10 rather to be wiſhed thas hoped for, in the next“. 
Sec fifth edition of His — Page * 51 The: 121 
Ke 12 * 1 
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31 * "iN in his condut by a regard to et iy, is 10 
2 affront to the delicacy and refinement of his zafts 


© js ſo far loſt; and a ſyſtem of political ſelf. inert | 
introduced! in its room, that “ a ſoune ation is laid 


we play : we adopt every vanity, : and catch at eve- 
ry lure, thrown out to us by! the nation that | iS Plan : 


<« at prefent, to hazard the diſcredit of fuch an 8. 
* tempt”. And gors on to tell bs of two kinds of 


9 65 . | | Here 
2 : 4 
We ; 
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| Here reader is a fair opportunity given us to Ait „ 
cerd the difference between antient and modern chriſ. 


 Fianity, Ancient chriſtianity declares both Fewws and 


Genti es to be all under in; and that we mult be cre- 
"on in Chriſt Jeſus unto g10d Worke. 


But the modern ſcheme tells of a great deal that 
we can do and muſt do, in order to obtain ſalvation. 
The ancient plan, while it ſhews our malady, diſco- 


vers at the ſame time a preſent and complete remedy: . 
but the late ſcheme flatters us along till we get to 


the brink of ruin, aud then alas! there is no laſting 
remedy to be hoped for in this age; and why? becauſe 


Wo ſuppoſerh *4 a CHANGE", which according to that 


plan is $ an 1MPOSSIBLE event”. Again the ancient 


| | Plan gave cout age boldly to preach the goſpel : tows; 


which was then the ſeat of the greateſt warriors and 
Philoſophers in the world; and emboldened the prea- 


cher to aſſert the ufe he made of cloſet. projets in is 
vork; and alſo to beſeech the brethren chere to ſtrivę 
*yopither with him therein. & While the late rational 
© ſcheme has taken heart and courage ſo much from a 
miniſter and dv#tor of modern divinity, as to make him 
 * unwilling at preſent, to Hazard the diſcredit of ſuch 
e an attempt“; even in his own nation, whoſe man- 
ners and weapons he viewed to be © degenerated iata- 
©. thoſe of women. ¶ Yea, and at time too when he 
aw them “ laughing, ſinging, playing, and adopting 
every vanity, and perceived not that _ were 
« pliding down to ruin? 
Ta his ſoul-deftroying ſcheme ken got great footing 
in my Te before the Lord PIR for us 


years ? 


he Rem ig: 9. Eph. 2. 18 + Rom. 5. 20, 21. 
} Rom. 4 9g. 15. 30. Theſe projed?s have often faved na. 


tions from ruin, tee Exod, 37+ 30. 2 Rings 19 Dan. 0. 
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years ago, and broughtforth a numberof. men toprearh 
up the doctrines of man's undone condition in him- 
ſelf, and of help alone by ſovereign grace, in a-bold 
and moving manner; and our enemies themſelves can= | 
not deny, that multicudes then really thought thoſe = 
doctrines tobe true. Well, what were the effects? 
_ Why, Javerns were forſaken, and had ſcarce any 
To company but traveilers ;' courts had little to do when 
they met 3 trolicks were dropt; and an anxious pur- 
ſuits. of the- worli was in a great meaſyre forſaken. 
But places of religious worſhip, both publick and 
private were crowded ; multitudes-flocked to hear the 
word, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; converſation was 
chiefly on religious ſubjects and ſoul concern; old 
quarrels were made up &c, Yea, when a. lictle army 
from New-England was called away to attack the e- 
nemies ſtrong hold at Cape Briton, their language 
when they went off was, ** Pray for us while we fight 
for you ” and they were crowned: with ſuch ſuc- 
ceſs as proved a principal means of putting an end o 
that bloody war. 


3 60 Ay, | {ay ſome, but ay: have things m—__ out 
_  *<-{fince” ©. Anſwer, they have turned out exactly 
1 according to the ſcriptural, account. In many the 
; word had no moreroot, than feed ſown by the highway; ; tl 
others heard koitb Icq, and yet in time of temptation fell 'l te 
away: Some who icemed to pay a more laſting re- 0 
gard to truth, yet are choked with cares and riches, w 
© and pleaſures of this life; fo as to bring no fruit to per- ts 


fection. While a few choſen ones keep the word, and 2 
bring forth fruit with patience. Jeſus had the fame ef 


end in view in giving this account, as he had in te- . 
ling che twelve, that one of them would lift up his <. 
heel againſt him, namely, that when it came to Pals oc 


they Fs believe, _ 13.19. But behold and be 
amazed! 


duct of God's ancient people ? Epb. 4. 3. 


ner for It 


was their blindneſs and ſtupidity ; and yet this may 
2 lhame us belie vers in n true God, who are ſo 


"True Foth-will Produce od Werke 65 5 | 


. A480! Many now frengthoing chemſelves e 55 5 
believing, becauſe theſe things are come to paſs! And 1 5 
men have # gain ſtraitned their wits to perſuade pee 


ple, that they are able with ordinary aſſiſtance to per- 
form the conditions of the goſpel, ſo as finally to ob- 


| | tain eternal life. And theſe notibns have been the 
moſt openly eſpouſed in this country of late, that 
ever they have been ſince chriſtiznicy was known 


here; and the effects are too open to need any proof. 
Pride and extravagence involved people to ſuch a de- 
gree, that in ſeveral counties they often had more 
than a thouſand writs at a court. And if we review | 
the late commotions about the ſtamp- act, what cauſe 


have we all to be abaſed in the duſt, when we think 


how many more aſſemblies were gathered, of all 


ranks, to conſult what creature dowef or policy could 


do ia the caſe, than there were to faſt and cy to the 
creator for help | ? How different is this from the eon- 


And tho“ 
truth ſays, The King's beart is inthe band of the Lord. 


al the rivers of water : he turneth it whither ſoever be 
dull; yet the rejoicing; immediately after the news of 5 
our deliverance, which were managed fo as to deſtroß 
a number of Ives; and the thanks if not Worſbip that 


wereaddreſſed to ſeveral inſtruments of our relief; while 
there was ſuch a viſible backwarkneſs for giving thanks 


to the great author thereof, por me in mind of the note 
ofa worthy, expoſitor upon the Philiſtians conduct, 


who affembled to offer a great ſacriſice to Dagon and 
70 rejoice; for they ſaid, our God hath delivered Samp- + 


fon cur enemy into our band. The note is this Tho? 


% Sampſon's harlot had done it, and they had paid 
yet they attribute it to their God, 2 


'« ma 6 


+43 
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a why then are not all his creatures made hap- 


5 .T rue F aith will produce god Works + 1 


1 n to akcribe to him the great clings i FF. 
4 does for us, when ſuch heathens were ſo foryard Fr 

4 to give glory. to their falſe denies, without any S 
foundation for it. de 

U pog the whole, as the Jews earneſtly devied T7 3 of 

| ſus hs being a King; while their trembling fear of him, El 
and raiſing ſuch force as they did againſt him, 94 Bay 

J ſaid that he was @ Ring; ſo now all theſe, and in 
many other fass, which are brought againſt theſe = 
Gaoctrines plainly ſay they are it ue.“ Many whoop- | 
poſe theſe doctrines make great pretences to dignity. A 

of ſentiments. ; and one of their high notions 1s, that i fo 
© Becauſe the deity can receive no profit from us. 15 
therefore his great e end in all his works and diſ- er 


penſations, is his creatures haypineſs”. But if bs * be 


py ? The reply is, © Their own folly prevents i f pt 
So that they have got a deity too high to be ſerved | ſa 
by them ,; yet he is ſo lowthat he muſt ſerve chem with | ” 
all his might; and when he has done his belt, many le 
of his creatures are too hard for him, and fruſtrate ' i hi 
his great deſign of making ot them all happy! Thisis IF" 
turning things upſide down with a witneſs { ſa. 29:16. ef 
Another of their high notions is, * That 8 wil! * 
receive nothing for truth, bur what they can com- 1 
« pfebend with their reaſon”, Tho? by the Ways 1 
they expect to be credited in the accounts they. give 4 
of many of their deep diſcoveries, which at the ſame # 
time they donot ſuppoſe common people can lathom, I ts 
But forſooth ! they are too. big to credit what Jeho» Il ** 
vah declares, any furcher than they. can comprehend 4 
it? M- 
*Many fafts 8 the 8 effe&s of theſe doQrines, be 
in ſundry particular. towns and villages in various pets 5 cl 
of our land lately, might greatly ſtrengthen our ag... il * 
ment but that would ſwell this diſcourſe ſo far that! I. 7 


_ muſt omit them for the . 
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4 1 1 Nothing is more certain than this: i is, aac a G54 4 
„ WH which a creature can comprehend ; is an idol. The 
deity which Paul worſhiped was quite another kind 
of Being. Rom. 11 33 —$6. And Heatheniſh prin- 

_ ciples will alway lead to heatheniſh practice. Now 
5 one of the moſt unnatural barbarities, that Jever heardof 
EF in che old natives of this country; Was, their geuing their 
Poe when they Hada friend tak en ſick. to try their 


„ And if che anſwer was that he would die: then no 

I ferther pains were uſed, but they let him die as ſoon 

28 he would. Compare this with our modern reaſon < 
ers againſt certain decrees, and ſee how much better 


_ hearts we have than them old heathens. If they 
A thought their friends death was determined, that made 
dem neglect the uſe of means for natural life: theſe 
'$ fay if they believed the event was appointed. they 
ES wad neglect all means for ſpiricval. life. T hey neg- 


7 lected means to keep of death; theſe uſe” means ta 
e haften it n. They neglected others bodies; theſe 
© neglect their n ſouls. Theſe heathens might be 
_ chargeable with negative. murder of others. bodies; 
but theſe chriſtians, poſitively murder their own ſouls / 
The ſon of God knew, and often foretold what ſuf- 
ferings he ſhould go thro' ; yet, in the days of bir 
fleſh, be offered up-prayers and ſupplications, with 
ſtrong crying and tears, unto him that was able 
to ſave from death, and was heard in that he ea. 
red : tho" he were a Son, yet learned he obedience-by 
the things which he Tuffered, Heb 5 7, 8. And he gave 
. Expreſs warning to his diſciples, that they would all 
be offended becauſe of him :—upon which Peter de- 
clared. that tho all men ſhould be offended he never 
ould, . To which. Jeſus reply'd, Verily 1 ſay unto 
F "oO that this Night __ 250 cock crow, thou galt 
deny 


* 


magic art to find out whether the ſick would die or not: 
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deny me thrives | Yet this certain declaration- was 0 
far from excuſing his neglect of his maſters gaution, to 
wach and pray; and his ſloth, raſhneſs and cowar- 
dice, that, when Peter remembered thoſe words of 
Jeſus, he went out and wept bitterly, Mat. 26. 31— 
75. In Paul's voyage to Rome. after a long tempeſt 
had lain upon them, he. ſtood forth in the midſt of their 
company and ſaid, 1 exort you to be of good c hear: 
for there ſhalt be no loſs of any man's life among you, 
but of the Ship. And ſhewed how this was revealed 
to him by an angel; and then adds, 7 believe God. 

that it all be even as it was told me, Yet ſoon up- 
on it, as the ſhipmen were about to flee out of the + 
ſhip, by le ting down their boat into the ſea, Paul 
ſaid to tlie centurion, and tothe {oldiers, Except theſe 
abide in the Ship. ye cannot be ſaved, Acts 27 21—31 
He believ'd that the means and end were connected 
together. When Daniel underſtood by books, that 
the years were near or quite expired, which*the Lord 
ſpake of by Jeremiah the prophet, that he would ac- 
compliſh ſeventy years in the deſolations of Feruſe- 
lem, he ſet his face unto the Lord God to ſeek by pray- 
er and ſupplications.with faſtings, and ſackclath and 
" .a/hes, for the fulfilment of what God Had e 

promid. 

Now all theſe (and ma ny others) thought there was 
a conkiſtaney between foreordination of events in our 
great Ruler; and earneſt prayers and endeayours.in 
his ſubjects, for the avoiding of all evil, and the ob- 
raining of all the: good we want. They thought that 
the certainty of the event no ways took away the 
creatures liberty, or made him leſs worthy of praiſe or 
blame for what he did, but ſome are lifted up in our 
days ſo high, as not to be content with the place of 
men, has have WW their heart as the heart of Ged : : 
an 


r 
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and Behold! they age wiſer than Daniel, Cha or 
his apo/Hes, and explode the ſentimenis which they 
held, and practiſed upon! * However, as their heart 


is lifted up, and they have corrupted their wiſdom, 
therefore (without repentance) God will bring them 
doꝛon to the pit, in ſuch a manner as ſhall caufe aloe 
niſbment and terror to all that know them Ezck, 28, | 
2—6, 8, 17—I9. | 
III. Theſe things. may teac FY us the evi. nature, 8 75 
and pernicious tendency of a prevalling cuſtom in our 
day, encouraging perſons to profeſs religion, and come 
into whe church without this faith. James calls 


thoſe profeſſors vain men, who have not ſuch a living 


faith as Abraham hade and Paul ſays with the heart 


man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and with the meuth 


confeſſion is made unte ſalvation. When the eunuch 
aſked what hindred his being admitted to the initiating 


ordinance of the goſpel church, Philip ſad, If thou . 


believe with ALL THINE HEART, thou mayeſt. 


. Yet Mr. Solomon Stoddard of Northampton about 


half a Century ago, openly eſpouſed th: contrary fens 
| JJ 


Mr Edwards ; remark is worth of notice Hors u hich 
is, „ That .moſt of the arguments from feripture, 
* which Arminians make uſe of to ſupport, their ſcheme, 

are no other than begging the queſtion“: tor they firſt 


"conclude that theſe principles which have been juſt 
mentioned, are inconſiſtent with the uſe of commands, 
threatnings, promiſes, exortations and the like, and 
then heap up ſcriptures that are full of ſuc h things ; up- 
on which” they boaſt.they have demonſtrated their 
point: whereas the point in difpute, is whether the cer- 


ry of the event takes away the ule of theſe means or 
not ? and 'till they can prove that it, does, all ſuch 
proofs from ſcripture to fupport their ſcheme is mear 


beggery. See his enquiry into the modern notion of 
free- will, FAC] +: deck, 11. $ 
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timents, and held that the Lord's Supper was a conver. 
ting ordinance, and that perſons that were not ſcanda- 
lous in their lives, might come to it, tho”. they did not 


think themſelves converted. This ſcheme, was by 
obne ot our fathers, in that fav. compared to Solomon 


of old's ſetting up the high 7 71 and after geneta- 
tions were not more fond of thoſe high Places, than 
many in our times are of this Scheme.” 7 | 
Tho! we have had a notable experiment of the evil 
ol it in Mr. Stoddard's church; for his grand. ton and 
. ſucceſſor Mr. Edwards praftiſed thereon till he bad 
got a very large church, and then upon his attempting 
do have ſome of them called to an account for their 
lacivious and obſcene diſcourſe, che town was lud 
« denly all on a blaze”, and little could be done in 
the affair. And upon their finding that He had chan- 
ged his ſentiments about that point, they laid hold of 
that as a handle agaipſt him, and never would reſt un- 
til they had got him away. Thus when the world 
had got into the church, they would not be governed 
by divine rule: they would ſooner thruſt away one of 
the beſt divines that this age has ſeen. See Mr. Ed- 
wards' 8 life 19 in Boſton 17 65, page 53, &c. * 

A 


* The council which coicyrred with the church in diſ- 

miſſing of him, ſay, We have had no other ob jection 

againſt him, but what relates to his ſentiments upon 

that point“. And what thoſe ſentiments were, they 

give us in theſe words, viz. his „ Infiſting upon it as 

<< neceſſary to the admiſſion of members to full com- 

«© munion, that they ſhould make a profeſſion of ſanbli- 

<< fying grace; Whereas the brethren are of opinion, 

< that the Lord's/Supper i is a converting ordinance, and 

« conſequently, that perſons if they have a competen- | 

& cy of knowledge, and are of a blameleſs life, may be 

<6 admitted to the Lord's table, altho? they make 10 ſuch 
« profeſſion”. printed reſult of ſaid counſel Page WR 
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A profeſſion of chriſtianity neceſſarily implies Faith . 
in Chriſt, and a devotedneſs to him; and if there is 
not a meaſure of that, truly in the heart, theprofeſſi-, 
on is falſe ; and to encourage, men to lie before God 
| and man, in order to be converted, looks very ſhock- 
ing. But to avoid this abſurdity, Mr. Williams (who 
wrote againſt Mr. Edwards on this point) fays pge 
47. that Nothing.ſhould be expreſſed in the words 
of the profeſſion, but what ſome unſanctified men 
may ſay, and ſpeak 1 true“. upen which Mr. E. re- 
one that There are two competitors for theking- 
dom of this world, Chri/? and Satan; the deſign 
& of a publick profeſſion of religion is, to declare which 
« fide men are” ; and aſks, Is it the conſtitution of 
ec King George, 3 the Britiſh parliament, that men 
„, ſhould take oaths of allegiance, « contrived in words 
4% of indeterminate ſignification, to the end that men 
who are in their hearts enemies to King George, 
and friends to the pretender, may uſe them and 
BE. ſpcak true” ! Reply to Mr. Williams page 39, 45. 
- principal arguments that are brought to ſup- 
port theſe notions are taken from Abraham's cove- 
nannt, and the national church which f. prang from him; 
| notwithſtanding the meſſenger who came to prepare the 
way of the *golpel diſpenſation, warned ſouls againſt 
ſuch notions, and ſhew'd that God was able of ſtones 
tc raiſe up children to Abraham, And when ma- 
ny of the Jews believed on our Lord, he ſaid to chem, 
Fye continue in my word, then are ye my diſciples in- 
deed; and ye ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall 
make you free. This they immediately reſented, and 
ſaid we be Abraham's ſeed and were never in ban- 
dage. But Jefus afured them, that whoſoever com- 
committeth ſin, is the ſervant of fi ſin. And adds, F ye 
were Abraham' $ children, e Wing do the work <i] 


Adraham 
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Abraham —ye are of your father the devil. Job. g. 
30-44. Obſerve this well; here was a great num 
155 ber of believers who were ready to profeſs Chriſt's 
name, if that would have done, but he was for havin 
diſciples indeed, who ſhould know f he truth, ſo as to 
make them free from the ſervice of fin and ſatan, 
without which he would not own them to be ch1il- 
dren of Abraham. No, inſtead of that, for all. their 
Faith he declares them to be children of the devil. 
Paul was very careful to diſtinguiſh to the Romans, 
_'the difference between Abraham's natural and ſpi- 
ritual children ; and ſhews that only the latter were 
by the goſpel commited for thee ſeed, Rom. 9 . 
And when ſome teachers who deſired to make a fair 
hhew in the 5. and avoid the creſ, were zealous to 
| Introduce the national, doing plan under the chriſtian 
-name,into the churches ofGalatia, how ſmartly does 
he warn them churches againſt that ſcheme ? yea tho! 
it had come from apoſtles or an angel from heaven, and 1; 
ſays, who hah bewitched you that you ſhould net > 
obey the truth? And bids them know that they which 5 
are of faith, the ſame are the chilaren of Abraham ; 
and adds, If ye be Chriſt s, then are ye Abraham's 8 
- feed, and heirs according to the Pat. Gal. 1. 8. 
* 31, 7. 29. & 6. 12. | i 
I dis apoltle knew well how pleaſ ing this hes © . 
Was to mankind, and that he could have avoided per- 
ſecution by embracing it: but then he knew as well 
what the conſequence would be on the other hand ; 
and therefore ſays, If T yet pleaſed men, 1 Hou] not 
he the fervant of Chriſt, Gal. 1, 10. & 6. 12. And 
how can any that proceed 1 in that way, be ſervants of 
Chriſt now, any more than in Paul's day. ” 
Nr. Edwards s ſmart remark may deſerve our no- 
tice here, Me. . and many cthers having made W 
8 uls 


of 
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uſe of the pirable. of the tares of the feds to bay 


port their cauſe ; tho Jeſus ſays, the field is the world, 


ö ; yet they muſt needs have it to be the church i Mr. E. 


obſerves, that if we ſhould allow ti to be ſo, it would | 


not help their cauſe ; for the tares ate plainly repte- 


ſented as having no juſt right there, but an enemy brot 


them in; ; and too, while the ſervants ſlept, who ought 


to have 0 upon their watch to keep the enemy out. 


He therefore iays' Perhaps ſome would be ready 


«« to make the reflection, that thoſe churches whoſe 
practice is agreable to the looſe principles Mr. W. 
eſpouſes, do that at noon-day; in the preſence of 
„God, angels and men, which the devil did in the 


: "night, while men /iept” ! Reply page 103. 


Hence IV. If this faith be ſo neceſſary in profeſ b 


ſors, how much more in teachers of cbriſtianity Let 


any man have what elſe he may. yet if he has not this 
Faith to ſee HI who is. inviſible, and to look at un- 


Ge: and eternal things; he will be governed even in 


his religion by the-things which are temporal, It 


EY * was this alone that enabled Paul and his companions 


to preach not themſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord; - | 


and themſelves the churches ſervants for Feſus ſake: 
even becauſe God who commanded the light to ſpine © 
out of darkneſs, had ſhined info their hearts, ta 
Live the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, 


in the face of Feſus Chriſt. 2 Cor. 4. F. 6;1. Some 
would turn theſe off as extrdordinary things; and 


they profeſs to be lead in an ordinary way; but the — 
ordinary way of every man is to ſeek ſelf im one ſnape 
or another, if he is not delivered therefrom 84 ſuch 


_ ſupernatural influence. 


Our Savior ſays, here your bean ir, (hore 


_ will your hearts be alſa. And goes on plainly to hold 
| "0m that if our FOR be not fi "gi but evil, the light 


that 3 


1 Trac F Fan will n gl Walt. . N * 


that is in us is darknels.” Who then will due to „ 
that a man of great knowledge without a '/ingle che, 
may be a ſafe guide ? or that they can now Kev too 
| maſters * ? Mat. 6 21—24. * 1 
Many who cannot deny theſe ubs, yet evade 
their practical influence, by the plea that we cannot 
know who are ſincere, and who not. Our great laws 
giver ſaw all this, and therefore, after cautioning a- 
_gaioſt wrong judging; proceeds very, early to give 
Plain rules for right judgment in, theſe affairs; and 
ſays, Give not that which is boly unto drgs, neither "} FR 
Four pearls before ſwine. Beware of falſe prophets,” 0 
wich come to you in (heeps: (loatbing, but inwardly are 
ravening wolves. Yea ſhall ko them by their fruns, 
Mar. 5. 6, 15, 16. Nothing is more common in 
ſcripture than for things whichare- devoted to God's 
worſhip to be called holy. In Exckiel's viſion of the 
temple he was ordered to ſew to ſuch as e re aſbamed 
of ther iniquities, the forms and Jaws of. the bouſe, even 
ol the comings in and goings out thereof, and all the | 
erdinances thereof , and he ſays, The whole limit there 
of round about, hall be moſt, holy : behold THIS is the 
law of tbe houſe. And again, Thus ſaith the Lord God, 
No ftranger uncircumciſed i in bears; nor uncircumciſed in 
fleſh ſhall enter into my .ſanltuary, EZek. 43. 11,12. 
and 44. 9. Pearls ate to be kept as choice treaſure, 
in diſtinction from things for common uſe. Each * 
gate of the bly city was one Pearl, Rev. 21. 21. 
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* Tho! this is fo plain, yet great numbers would have 11 
that pearls mean inward experiences, which they ſay are 
not to be told before carnal men. But if Paul greatly 

tranſgreſſed this rule, for he declared the peculiar eir: 

cumſtances of his converſion before his perſecutors, both 

at Jeruſalem and Cſaria. And we are all required to be. 
ready always to give an anſwer to every man that f 
aſſteib us a reaſon of the Oy that is in u 's with methnels and FY 
_ I 7 15. e „ 1 
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"Row compares falſe FOR aut and profeſſors. to dogs. | ' 
F- ſwine, 2 Pet, 2. 22. Now compare theſe things tor 
gether, and how, plain is the command not to give, 
* holy ordinances to uchy1 men, por open the gates of the „ 
church to any but the ig heous nation which keepeth the, + 
Tub? ? Ifai. 26, 2. And who cantylly deſcribe the ren- 1 
ding and 555 work, which churches haye often Ani, = 
with! for not attending duly to this rule. i 
What many ſeem to ent by Ne IS Sheepss, 
loathing ; their making a ſhew & appearance like, 
ſheep; : But Jeſus has rold ys plainly what he means, 
- I by fruits, Every tree, ſays he, is known by bit rn 
fruit: a good man out of the good jreaſurg of bis, beans. 
5 bringeth forth that Which is good; and an evil man cut. 
' of the evil treaſure of bis beart, bringeth forth. that, 
which is evil, far out of the abundance of the beart bis, 
I rout ſpeatel b. Luk 6. 44. 45. And we may obſerve. 
chat when Peter declared. the faith which was given 
| 


him by a ſuper-narural revelation, Chriſt anſwered, . 
BP Bleſſed art thou z and. immediately ſays, tbou +8 5 
Heier, and upon this Rock I will 740 my Church Mat. 
| 16. 16—18. Peter. ſignifies a lone; he was but one, 
ſtone which (WAS, to be laid in the building upon this 
n=} potions rock ; and he ſays | to other ſaints, 3 alſo as. 
4, vely Rones are built up a ſpiritual houſe, 1 Pet. 2. 3 
our Lord's ſpeaking of Building his church, direcſy 


8 aher that noble declaration of faith, evidently 1 
1 out the manner as well as matter of this buildinj = 
ATT ne had ſaid, << The way in which I will 121 w 

105 * church is by perſons declaring thus with thei 

2 Wo mouths, what they believe in their hearts concern- + 

* ing me? Hence, on the day of penticoſt,, when. - 

53 many were pricked in their hearts, and cried, What _ 

8 Gall. We do F Fete pointed out to them the way of relief; A 

rd a , ä 1 1 
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2 Rom. 10. o. 
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ny ind as many as glad) rictived U. word were bay PLE 
and added to the church, and rheyicontinued Rear. 


in the apples dohhrint and feu They decla- : 
red both their conbvicxion and! converſion, : and 2, 


the firſt golp el church was ballt“ up, and walk'd i 
1 ellowſhip : and the apoſtle  Fobi's account of the 


| . "way wherein *htiftian fellowſhip 15 0 and ro- | 


moted perfectly agrees herewith; He ſays, That which 
We habe (een and beard, declare we unto Jon, that ye may 
Pave fellowſhip with us: and truely our fellowſhip is. 
| with the father and with bis ſon JeſusChrift 1 Job. 1. 3 


When Peter was directed by a viſion {rom AY 
ven to go ro Cornelius, and went without oainſating ;' 0 


yet when he carne there, he aſked and received a diſ. 
tinct account of the ſteps of Experience which had Ia 
Corne jus thus far. Then be opened his mouth and 
preached Chriſt to all preſent; and while he ſpake, 
the holy Gho fell n tt them which beard the word, 


whereupon they were commanded to be baptized,” . 


Thus the primitive churches were built up. 
On the other hand, when one who had been Vp" 

tized as a behever, pole that out of the abundance of 

His heart, which diſcovered that his bears was not 
Higbt with God, Peter ſaid, Thou bot neither part nor 

tot in this mutter, Act. 8. 20, 21. So the- church of 

; Epbeſus is commended becauſe ſhe could not bare 
| them which were evil; and bad tried them which faid 
they were apoſiles, 4d were not; and bad | found them 
ars, Rev, 2. 2. This diſcipline was neglected in 
the church of Corinth ;, therefore Paul ſays to them, 
Know ye not, that a 2 leaven, leavens ibe whole 


WA. ? what bave I 10 do, 10 judge them that are with-. 


out? go not ye judge them that are within ? therefore 
Put away from among your ſelves that wicked perſon, 
1 Cor. Ze 6, 12, 13. And to _ LOIN 1 Salate 
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he ſays  concargingithale; who. had perverted the 5 
al, a ul lea ven lea veneih the 65 el e lump... 1 00 


they were even cut oft {hat trouble you, Gal. 5. 9. 1 8 
Jobs ſpeaking concerning the doctrine of Chritt, 5 


Look to your ſelves il there came any uma Yeu an 
bring not this dofitine, receive bim not into JP houſe, - 
4 John 8—10, 

Query, do got ation: 8 Nha than werds ? 
Anſwer, io many caſes they do: yet how do we know 
what actions mean but by. words ? for inſtance, Simon 


offered. the apoſtle $ money; now had. he done it for 


their ſupport in the Lord's work, or for them to diſtri- 


| bute to poor ſaints, the aon would have been goad; 
tho' by what he ſaid when he offered the money; b 

over that his heart was not right in the fight of | 

God. This hint may ſhew the harmony there K. 


between thoſe two different deſcriptions of the la 


judgment, pamely; by thy words thou ſhalt be juſti- 
| fied, and by t 6 Ae thou ſhalt be condemned: 
Il he reward every man according to 


And, then ſha | 
his works, Mat. 12. 37. & 16, 27 Indeed, fruits 


comprehend all thatmen 8 forth out of (heir bearis, 
in their principles, experience, converſation and con- 
duct; ; and hereby we are to knew them,” and to act 
towards chem according to the cleareſt light we can 
gain, If theſe divine rules were duly regarded they 
ie, K W would 


5 Some talk'd mith of a diſtinction pere den private 175 


and publick charity. and aſſert that private charity will not 
do toad? upon in Publick a airs. If by private charity they 


mean an __ ward perſibaſian, which is not governed by. 


intelligible idence,” I readily concur with them: though 


I fear what is'ofteri intended by that diſtinction, is that 
we ſhould receive all who are willing to make a public 
profeſſion of religion, if nothing is openly objected a- 


| D them, whether 1 we have any 9 erdience 0 


0 


= 
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Would ſoon ſettle the controverly we have had POE | 
ding who has a right to preach, and who not: for 
| according to theſe rules; if Peter, Paul, or an ant 
From beaver ſhould come to us, and nat bring the 
doArines of Cbriſt, but a perverted goſpel, we ought to 
teject them. While all thoſe: who have renounced thy 
 biddenihings of diſhoneſty, not walking i in craftineſs, nor 
Handling the word of God deceitfully, but who by mani- 
| Bl . of the truth, commend themſelves to every man's 

onſcience in the, Abs of God, ought to be received 2 


Tor. "#4 iu Thefe rules are rational as'well as ſcrip- 
| Fura!. Saints are often called witneſſes Iſa. 43. 10. 
1 Tim. 6. 12. Heb. 12. 1. A witneſs is 10 teſtity what 
he knows concerning a matter in diſpute; and Gods wy 

witneſſes are to teſtify what they know of him, and 
125 truth, 1 the wertd! is lo full of W 15 about. 


333 Now 


our 1 that ihe the en 1 me truth 
or no. Great noiſe alſo has been made about in fallibit 
knowledge,” and of aſſuming God's prerogative to ſearth 
the heart, and the like ; Vai this is all beſide the proper 
- queſtion which is, whether we muſt act towards men, 
according to what they pretend to be, or upon the Cleary | 
eft Miene we can gain 50 what they really : are 43 _ 
11 
+ Here many. ; are ready to ery; alas what times are we fal 
len into? a party ſpirit encouraged, and one miniſter con- 
demning another : how much better were former days 
than theſe are ? But they forget that Solomon tells them, 
_ thatthey enquire not wiſely concerning this. Ecel. 7. 2. there 
5 always have been contentions ever ſince two /ceds have 
been in the world; and he muſt be very ignorant of 
*; his bible wha does not know that true and falſe mini- 
ſters have ſpoken againſt each other in all ages, tho 


with very different tempers; yea, when the teacher off 


teachers came into the world, what diviſions were _ 

among God's people about him ? Some aid he is a 

man: others ſay nay ; but he deceiveth the people. Al he 

Was _ trom W the peoples right to ec 
uc 
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: Now every rational mind, in order to be ſatisfied iq 
important affairs, wants to hear witneſſes tell, not KF 
only that a things is ſo ; but alſo how they came b 
| know it tobe fo. Hence civil courts will not take up | 
with written evidences, if the perſons can be had, for 
they ſuppoſe there is danger of being impoſed upon 
dy falſe teſtimony ; therefore they would examine 
eoidences critically, in order to come at the truth. 
Neither will men be content to have this done by one 
dr more in private, and ſo have what they diſcover 
reported to the court: No, all who are concerned muſt 
hear what is ſaid; yea, and have liberty to aſk what 
CI SE CR IAA queſtions 


> 


ſuch matters, that he gave them plain inſtructions to 
direct them therein. He. firſt ſhews the neceſſity of be- 
ing engaged to 4, as well as &nowthe Fathers will, if we 
would expect to be guided by him; and thenlays down 
2 general rule to judge teachers by: viz. He that ſpea- 
| keth of himſelf, ſeeteth his own glory, but be that ſeeketh his 
"glory that ſent him, the ſame is true, and no unrighteouſnejs in 
” tim, And having given them the rule, he ſays; Judge 
not according is the appearance, but judge righteous judgment, 
ö Joh. 7. 12. 17, 18, 24. Others judged according to the 


appearance: and thoſe who appeared in Moſes ſeat, and ac- 
_ cording to the eſtabliſhed religion, they judgea to be 
right; but this man who had never learned in their 
* ichools, or been approbated by their rulers and ſtanding = 
7 teachers, and wasadmired only by people 2000 nero n 
the law ; they accounted a deceiver, ver. 15, 47—49- 
Notwithſtanding he ſpate as never man ſpate, and con- 
ſtantly went about doing good. But he calls us to judge 
righteouſly according to what is really ſaid and done, and 
not according to the appearance and (how that men make, _ 
_ . Thoſe who ſeel their own glory, will be more concerned 
doß have the eſteem and approbation of men, than to % 
EE prove themſelves unto God, by rightly dividing the word of 
truth, 2 Tim. 2 15. or to approve themſelves as the mini- 
| dſlers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, t e in 
fress, &c. 2 Cor. 6. 4—10. as theſe minſſters did, 
a1 Which hee claim a ſucceſſion ftroenmn. EZ 
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» True Faigh wil, ; prodece good: wg 


econ they think proper: and the fear of Apel 


baſhiplneſs, or blundering in their ſtory, will not . 
ad mitted as a ſufficient reaſon againſt this way of ro- 


eeeding; and why : a becauſe their honour, i laterel No) 
hte is at ſtake. r 5 
' Yet where the Weine honor, and the life of ſouls Bs 
is at ſtake, the contrary method is taken. For many 


have given qut that they had rather receive two by 
pocrites (nay ſome ſay ten) than ſhur out one aint, *. 
And for fear perions ſhould blunder in their account, ; 
written leſlimonies have been received, which have of # 


ten been /ramed as well as penned by other hands; per- 


ſons by ſigas have own! d it as their teſtimony, When 


God no their own conſciences knew it Was- 


not fo. Thus churches have gone on; till of late 


many have dropt, having particular accounts of ex 


perience in any way; and receive members only up- 


on a general aſſent to ebriſtianity. And ſome have 


been ſo ſtupid as to try to juſtify ſuch conduct by the 


eunuch's confeſſion A 8. 37. as if their openly aſſen- 


ting to that which they were always taught was true, | 
was parallel to his declaring his hea rty belief of thar; 


which Jews and Gentiles all ſaid was falſe. Philip 


likewiſe had been particularly acquainted with his 5 


| ſeul exerciſe about theſe things before, ſo that he had 
good evidence of the eunuch's converſion before he | 


baptized him. 
The generality of thoſe who are going on in e : 
ways above deſcribed, are very ready often to caution 


. us againſt judging :—yet if we will not run with them 
to the ſame excels of abomination, they can ſoon 


ſpeak evil of us, and judge our hearts at a great rate. 


h Buy the * I Wu # now related a are not ſecret ſur- 


miſes, } 


* i, e. Had rather receive 2 or 10enemies than hold one 


friend in ſuſpenſe, till Wy, could obtain evidence that 
he Was a friend! ? 
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| £2 it they are mot op en and bctortous ties; 180 K 
any would give mea better Fealon for this difference, 
in 1 46000 than t! lis, 1 ſRould be glad to Hear it ” 
viz, That moſt men are wiſer for time, than for erer- 
nity, and have more concern about their own jate⸗ 
reſt, than the intereſt of Chriſt's kingdom! in the 
world. And in vain do men with tor better times, 
while divine rule is thus diſregarded; they | might : as 
well look for peace while enemies are not guarded à- 
gainſt; br for health white contagion is freely ſpread. 
Therefore, V. Theſe things ſhould  rouſe us alt, 
and engage our ſouls to regard without delay the on- 
ly method of relief in our deplofable eircdch fare, 
+ before iniquity prove the ruin of our nation and land, 

Bur here I'am come to the moſt difficult point in 
che whole chriſtian plan, F mean applying the call 
and command to impotent creatures. None but God 
can keep us from ſtraying to the right or left hand 
here. Multitudes hold it to be unreaſonable for God 
to requite that which the creature candor do z the“ 
"the abſurdity of fuch a notion appear! 

1. Becauſe the divine command ever remains . 
ful and good, altho* we ate-carnal ja under fit in, Rom. 5 

12, 14. What a ſtrange conceit would it be, to 
coriclude the creditors claims to be uizuſt, becaple of 
the bankruptcy of the debror ! | 

2. All ſin ef a voluntary contrariety to the dene 
will; how reaſonable then is it that we ſhould be cal- 
ted and cotntnanded to that which muſt be our hear- 
ty choice, or we never can be ſaved? and chat is a- 
er from fin to God, Ezek. 33. 10. It. 

3. Nothing but the light and power of the com- 
mand, brought home upon the conſcience, can ever 
make a ſoul truely to know its, miſery, and ſo to prize 
the — which is provided: for without k Toul 
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= „ True Faith wil produce bear l 
| ns he.is. ſick, he will not. e a;phyſician 3, "4 ' 

Till he knows hes a Priſoget h e Will not welcome 3 

| roclamation of liberty ; z ad till he is convinced of 

Ris reat and juſt debts and that he has nothing to, 
3 pay. os not love much \hen- 107 87 all 2 
* *K wen, Luk 4, 18. & 5. 31 „ 
= 4 God's cal convey 2 ght ON The to the ſoul,” 

145 rc be Nele Whep Exeſiel iewed, 
5 that were very dry, he propheſied, as he was, 
_ commanded, and ſaid, O ye dry bones, bear the word, 
of We Lord; and how glorious | was the effect? 
divine call is, Awake thou that fleepe$?, and ariſe bow 
the dead, nd Cbriſt ſhall give thee light, Eph. 5. 14. 
So our apoſtle after mentioning, that every good gift. 
cometh from the father of 1; hrs. who of bis wn wil 
begets ſouls with the word of truth, ſays whereſore, let 
every man be ſwift to bear, Jam. 117 Kc. „ „„ 

Here therefore let us obſerve that true teaching e-, - - 
ver ſhews our conſtant obligation ro conform toe ve- 
ry divine rule; and at the ſame time, that all c gur help, - 
ſio to do, muſt be freely e from Chriſt: Jeſus, _ 
_— the .influence of the holy ſpirit. From thence we re- 
'__  , _Ceive thegift of 6 he whereby all our crimes, 
are forgiven ; and abundance of graces, whereby, our 
ghatures are charged, and our {oy}s are enabled to die 
unto'fin, and live unto righteouſneſs, But falſe tea 
ching will either abate part of the price, in order to- 
- accomodate our duty to our ability; or elſe excuſe the, 


creature from his obligation, 3 he 1 is 5 able 00 
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3 by _ fulfil _ oo} Yew 
__ This difference appears plain i in all ages. When 
i 2 Joſbua in a moving manner had preſſed home upon 


lirael the importance of chuſing that day whom they, 

would ſerve, and which had ſuch effect, that the peo 

ple allſeted, * we will ſerve the Lord he imme 
| dine 


| + ” Nob: * 
R ; 15 z ** > 
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7 rue int will produce yood Works. «3 r: 


| 2 adds, 4 e cannot ſerve the. Tord: FP 9 he it at | | 
_ -haly God $5 — 24 15—19...He abs ie 3h have them 
© know. thete impotegcy,:apd, their need of divine. help., | 
The prophetz orders pre, Nelly; there is ne + 
Go d elſe beſide. me, a jul « 
„ 5 me and be ye ſaved, 4/1 ye ends of the. earth -— 


* den 
£33 


and frength. Strength as well as rightequſneſs;] ig 
him, and not in ourl ves, So our Redeemet whet 
Came. inſiſted much on ihe ſtritneſs sand authority 
the divine command, and our. conſtant oblizatian to 
_ obedience; and at the Tametime, he as fully” alf ted, 
that without him we can do no:hing, Mart. 5 Joh. 15. 
While the leaders of molt note in that day, abated the 
terms in various ſhapes. They would confine the 
law, only to outward actions; but Jeſhs exterils it to 
our inward diſpoſition, and d-figns.: they. would have ; 
an obſervance of, ſmall things anſwes, while they nege-* 
leded, the .zveightier matters of the lau: yea, they 
would. fein have their forms of devotion, ſuffce, while 


| they exerciſed injuſtice and cruelty towa ds the port 


Yet they could not bear the thoughts,of periſhing any 
ore than others: no, they oftemenquired what — 5 
things they ſhould do for eternal life ? And. * can; ths 
words goſpel, faith or repentance. help: thele in che 
leaſt who deal wich ſouls in this partial line; and can 
their caſe be:a whit better than thoſe who of old had 
been partial in the law? Mal. 2. 9. Yea, and is nog” 
Juli, mercy and faithfulneſs as much neglected now 
under a profeſſion of chriſtianity; as ever they. were 
among the Jes? Paul faw theſe things creeping in, 
and therefore ſays, Be nat deceive : evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners, Awake to righteouſneſs 55 
adnd ſin not; ; for ſome have not the knowledge of Cod; 


| 1 * this to * e, x 9 1 3 a 3. W 
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| Surely all ane fay, i in the Lord have I righteduſneſs: ” = 
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++ Praiſe-worthy therefor. 


ee l Mi. Ede, on a the will, page 307. A book which 
has affoided more light to my mind in theſe 3 


than any other — compoſure that I ever read. 
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1-8 Bui here many U ub: late tesſonefs, will tell bs 
. chat we make men mere machines, who are nöt wor- 


thy of raiſe or blame: for what w cannot do, we are 


not to blame for neglecting; and if we are act uated | by 


div ne power in alf that is done right, then we are not 


; . 7 


Anſwer 1. God is the author and kopporter 1 1 


| nature, who giveth to all life breutb und all things ;_ 
Kg heathen: 28 well as Chriſtians, derive a nothrel. 


3 and 126 
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iS; NT be Nee upon the fake wy.” 
Ing. of that between Job and his friends, namely, dark-" 
ning counſel with words without knowledge : uſing. 
words without knowing what they mean; for the worde 
cannot, are not able and ſuch like, are as different i in 
their meaning when uſed about che ſoul, from what” 
_- they arc about the body, as the nature of the ſou] dif- 
fers from the body * We may be heartily willing to 
do many outwa rdactions, which yet wecinnot do, 5 fo 
are exculed from blame in our not doing them: but 
| the cauſe why ſouls cannot believe the record which 
| God has given of his ſon, and love and obey him with”? 
all their hearts, is becauſe, they love darkneſs rather 
_ than light; yea, they hate the light, Joh. 3. Te 20. 
Becauſe the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, &c. 
Rom. 8. 7. This is the account which 
18 ot the cafe, and thoſe who dare to ſet up their 
r 7 Mp FE reaſon 


Jehovah has | 


_ 


"> 
* 


1 
1 


N 
a 
1 
[ 
} 


A” ”*”% wa 


-- 


R OT 5 FT” bat 


” 


1 


e * \ 


To oo alle At: 


ang Parks. 9 


i . this 0b will. ſooner or later Oy 'Y 
that tremendous demand,  /ball he that contendeth\ 
with the almighty, "inſtru him? Fe that reproveth 

God, tet Lex anſwer it. 

What ſouls will dare to and the trial, and. come up 

and tell the moſt High that they cannot believe him, 
and therefore he muſt excuſe them from blame in 
making HIM A LIAR Or tell iu that they cannot 
ee beauties enough in BIN to attract all their hearts, 
andtherefore he muſt abate his law, and take up with 
bodily exerciſe, take up with a ſhewing much love with. 

_ their mouths, while their heart goeth after their cove- 

 fouſneſs ? + Many are ready to call thisrough or harſh 

preaching; ; but this is no new thing, they called it ſo: 
in ' //azah's day and ſaid, {peak unte us ſmooth things; EE Ag 
cauſe the holy one ofLiracl to ceaſe from before u. 
The near views of a Beh God, tore off their covering 
- | which was not of his ſpirit, and that they would nct 
Ii bare; therefore the prophet was ordered to note it in 
* + book that it m ght be for time to come, for ever and 
wer, that theſe were a rebellious people, lying chil- 
* . dren, children that will not hear the lav ef the Lord. 
I 13. 30 1, 8,—11. And the day is haſtning when an 

{| awful tempeſt hall ſweep away the refuge of lies : 
vdo therefore be ye not mockery 9 Nu" bands be 
» | made ſtrong, Iſai. 28. 17, 2. . th 
I © therefore precious ſouls, make no more auempis ; 

to hide from God, bur ſubmit to him and embrace his 
free ſalvation without delay. Doſt thou ſay, I can't 
believe? let that teach thee what a heart thou 
| haſt, which has often regarded /ying vanities, and yet 

no can't believe the God of truth. Do you lay, I 
can believe there is mercy for others, but _ for me? 

Why not e for thee ? oh, becauſe I am a great ſinner! - 
| 5 'L 2 5 That 


5 Joh. a. 5 4 Ezck.” 131. 3. 


2 ans” 


Ty 


* a 
8 1 — * 
— > — 7 
—— — n EE" — 2 * 
: 2 * E 


I To Te, So IR 


EY 


3 — — — g — — 
* — pw — — —— ——— — 
— 399 E |: 
—— * ” 
PE a — . — =s — * 
= a 1 <4 S 


— 
— 


—. 
* 


84 True Faith will produre good Works, 


x 


poor ſoul has his eyes opened, and is tut ned from dai 
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That is thou canſt not believe, becauſe thou art juſt 
ſuch a creature as Jeſus came to ſave ! i Tim. 1. 17. 
The bottom of the matter is we can belieye that Chriſt 


Fame to ſave. good ſinners, but not had ones: ſuch as 

ve nothing elſe bat badnieſs. Hence the profligate 
- perſon thinks he believes the goſpel], and hopes for 
mercy at laſt, becauſe in the midſt of all his extrava- 


gance he .conectts., he has an honeſt heart, & God re- 


gards honeſty, & hates hypocrites. So in every caſe 
me conceit they have ſame good either of an inward 
or outwardnature, which will when it is wellimproved 
move Chriſt to ſave them. Yet when the divine. ſpirit 


* 


chat ſort of faith. 


* 


„ We naturally imagine that God is altogether hke 


ourſelves, who cannot love thoſe wham we :ſee no 


lovline ſs in: tho' the truth is that his thoughts and 


Ways are as high above ours, as ihe heavens are above 
the earth. The contentjon in our day, concerning a 


general, and a particular faith centers here : for they 
don't contend concerping whois the Savior ; but the 


_ diſpure is concerning what faith gives an intereſt in 


bim. Muliitudes hold that if we believe the goſpel 


to betrue, and walk jaccording..to the rules of it, we 
may hope for mercy at laſt ; tho? they will ſcarce 
allow any te know they are ſafe till they leave this | 
world; and for this plain reaſon, becauſe their hope 
dep nds upon their 4% ng well:1o: the end. Others 
Hold ſaving faith to be à perſuaſion that Chriſt died 


for. me in particular, and that this. per ſuaſion muſt be 
worked up, by the ſpirit's aſſiſtance ' in our hearts, 
6 Now tach party can ſce:/elf and man's doings m 
the others faith ; therefore they ha ve carried their con- 
tentions to a great length. Yet after all, when any 
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1 - 3 to. Jig bt, all held eriticiſms will never „ 25 
. | +him te wait till next year, and ſee what ehts ligne 
t FF rand heat have upon him, before he may aypropriate 55 
* the benefics of the glorious Sun to himſelf. Ita 
e || number of rebels ſhould lift up their arms againſt their 

r | _. king till many of them were ſlain, and the reſt; ſcat- 
Wo >: ered in the wilderneſs, ready to periſh, and they 
— 6 ſhould hear that he had granted out a proclamationof 


e free pardon to rebels, and a general call to come in 4 
4 and accept it: yet if they ſtil] kept off, how vain would 
d all their diſputes or attempts prove, to find out bo 
roc them ſhould be ſaved by the King's mercy? tho 


1 4 in the mean time if he ſhould appear to any of them | | 
: * | * . in his royal robes, and with his charming voice pro- 
@ -. claim pardon to them; how would it melt their hearts, 
0 and engage each of them. to ſtrive who ſhould ſhew 9 | 
d 4. the loweſt ſubmiſſion, and the higheſt gratitude, for his .._- 
'e |  undeſerved mercy? See Fer. 31.2, 3. -7 
2 _ « 165 theſe debates: the ideas of a dead or abſent friend 
F. unawares {lips into our minds, who has left choice le- 
de  gacies to a ſelect number of perſons,” where there is | 
m room for lawyers, diſputes and men's judgments in 
el | order to determine who are intereſted therein. Where 
e as, did we obſerve that they which fnd grace in the- 
9 - wilderne/s, are ſuch as the Lo rd hath: appeared unto. * 
us and declares his everlaſting love to their fouls: and 1 
. that we never can ſee the tun only by its own light, f 
sf which always brings its evidence with it, both of its 
ed i own excellency, and of our right to « enjoy it its benefits; 'Y 
" would ſettle the point. * Here ſome ate ready te 

„ cry our, © If all our help is in God, and if he has de- lf 


* termined to give it only to ſuch perſons ds he hath 
ae chiſel; J then tis in vain for us to ſtrive, or ule 
means 


„ Pla. % rt. 4 1 18. 3535 Dos | | iu 
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„ means, we will eden take our eaſe and live as ve 
„ it, This many call redſoning: and as one toſd 
Dr. Taylor (who has written much in this line, all the 
cry is reaſon and candour, reaſon and candour | and 
ſaidhe, thou meaneſt no leſs by it than they did who 
cried, Great is Diana of the Epheſi zans | Vet if this - 
noĩſe was ſtilled, we may find a /elf- contradift ion in 
the very nature of the AS :* fort is in effect 
to ſay, The mea ſure of my future bappineſs is 1 
therefore 1 will take methods to increaſe it”. r 
plainer ſtill: God has determined what e 1. 9 
«ſhall have, therefore I will take my own ways. and 
KB not his to promote it Every man is uſing ſome y 
ſork of means or other for happineſs every day ke * I © 
g lives ; ſo that the query is not properly. whether we 
ſhall uſe any means, or no; but whether *tis beſt to — 
uſe the means which God bas 2ppointed, or thoſe which * 
man has invented? 8 
J his ſort of reaſoning began near the forbidden 5 
tree; and generally they who moſt p-fitively den 
their concern in what was aged there, ſhew moſt plain- , 
ly that they allow of the deed of their father, by gi- 
ving in to'reaſonings againſt what God hath plainly 
ard, as he did. How is the world ranſacked, and the 
faults of profeſſors on all hands brought up, and mar- 
my falle charges added thereto, and all to guard againſt + 
| takingand regarding God's truth as he has delivered | 
* it ? yea rather than yield; the pit below is ſearched, 
8 and Judas i is brought up to carry on the argument a- 
bl gainſt a cloſe adherence to divine rule in our praftice 
Im church affairs. As if Judar's example was for imi- 
tation inftead of warning. Tho' truely he had never 
bad any place in the chriſtian church, as diſtir dt from 
the n church ; 10 or his commiſſion was limited to 
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tize all nations, was given to the eleven 7 there Was 
th) Judas: among them, Mat 10.5, 6. & 28 16. .Y 

It is therefore our higheſt wiſdom to acknowledge. 
our own gulh and folly, and freely receive the divine 


teſtimon/ as tis delivered to us, and preſent our bo- 


dies a living ſacrifice to Gold, which is our 7eaſonable 


ſervice, Even ſelf int ereſt, if richtly view'd would 


move us hereto. - For if we diſregard the golden rule, 
the Lord will; not who ſa) s with wh:t meaſure ye mete, 


is HALL be meaſured to you, again. Had David 


viewed this when he was tempted todefile his m igh- 
bours wife, and then deceitfully to ſhed his blood; and 


had he feen that ths would be meaſured to him den- 4 


ble : that one ſon would defile his daughter, and ano- 
ther murder him; and then that the murderer would - 
 deceitfully dethrone David, and openly defile his 


wives ; with whas indignation would he have 9.80 


: that traveller which came fo entice him thereto? 


Vet becauſe this ſentence is not immediately execu- 
vid: ſinners will not quit their evil ways: yea when 
they ſee the execution of it begin at the houſe of God, 


upon the righteous, they reaſon directly againſt reve- : 


lation, and conclu de that the awful ſentence will not 
reach to ungodly fir inners who obey not the ' gojpel if 


God. They are willingly. ignorant of the trug na- 
ture and deſign of all God's diſpenſations, 1 Pet. 4 


17. 18. 2 Pet. 327 Let me therefote addreſs you 


in the language of Wisdom ic ſelf, ( Hear inſtruction 
and be wiſe, and refuſe it not: for whoſo findeth 
me findeth life, and ſh all obtain favour of the Lord. 

„ Bur he chat ſianeth againſt me wrongeth his own. 
& foul : all they chat hate me, love deatb, Prov. 8. 
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the houſe of Iſrael, before their national church was A 
diſſolved : : and the great com miſſion to teach and bap- El 
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1 A to have ſtopt here ;/but a review. of our 
preſent ſtate conſtrains me to gofarcher. / For as we 
are loudly called to awake out of hep, ſo we are called 
to ſtir up one another, and to provoke ane another to 
love and good works: Many are ſtiring\up one ano- 
ther to evil, and it might make us all aſhamed to 
think that ſinners are mote. actiye in the way to de- 
ſtruction; than ſaints are in the way to fatvation, 
We can ſcarce ga into any company without hearing 
talk of others faults ; yet how rare is faithful reproot ! 
and why ? we are afraid of giving offence: tho' when 


the report comes round to the perlons ears, the of- | 
fence 1 iS double P .; 


* W þ<* 


How little regard is paid to the divine 1. . 1 
dealing with a faulty brother in Mat. 18 ? One way 
by which many evade ic is, that, the fault is WW 
kad therefore they. will not take theſe ſteps ; yet they 

can whiſper it all-round the church or neighbours - 
hood. Anotber is that many know it, and fo they 
-would be excuſed from that method whereas if the 
caſe be not openly . in. the church, as that was of the © 
inceſtous man ac Corinth, I kgow no other way ty 
bring it in aright, put by theſe ſteps. and if any caſe, 
be ſo ſecret that. we. may not open it in h, way, it 
ought to remain ſecret: for the command is, Debate 
h cauſe with thy nejg bbour himſelf ; and diſcover not 
a ſecret to anol ber; leaſt be that heareth it, and thee- | 
. to ſhame, Prov. 25. 9, 10. . 
|” Nothing is more common than to hear men's s fault 
|  —- -aggravatedin their abſence, beyond what they are ir 
their preſence: and as Mr, orga obſerves © An 
evil report, be it true or falſe ſpreads much tas 
* ter than a good one; an xi cak token that moſt 
* men do not love their neighbour as they do bn. 
feves . But whence comes this 3 to giving - 


and 
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of? ſurely not ſrom a cauſe 4 - 
for, rebuke a wiſe man; aud be will love thee : and opin” 
rebuke is better than ſecret love. Fisthe feorner thats 
loveth not one that reproveth bim, Prov. 1 5, 12. Sin 
is our worſt enemy, and if it has inſnared us under 
any diſguiſe whatſoever, tis a great kindneſs to have 
the enemy- diſcovered and caſt our. Aqd if others | 
are miſtaken in their reproof z yet it can hemo inju- 
ry to have our deeds tried and. made manifeſt, that 6 they 
ore wrought in God, Xs” Te = 
1 . LENS - NS. EM 1 Bon | 2 
We have lately 9550 upon ae borders of a at 7 
7 5 war, for LIBERTY : hanging and burning were not toa, 
„bad for the enemies of LIBERTY ! Ah little do ma- 
. ny ſee what they are doing; for after all this noiſe & 
; Mboſoever committeth fin is the Servant. of. fin, Joh. 8. 
Tr 34. Such harbour the worſt enemies to 4ber1y id their 
5 on boſum*, Turki/> or Spaniſh ſiaves are not to be 
compared with thoſe who are under the bondage of © 
„ carruption. Covetouſneſs will make men riſe early, ek: 
I wap lite and eat tbe bread of carefulneſs 3 and if they - - 
| have graſped much together, their ahundence will not 
ſuffer them to ſleep : it will drive them to cheat, lye, 
? ſteal, and kill, and has: brought mary to a halter, and ten 
thouſands more to Hell. Pride moves men to maniſold 5 
A works of deceir, to advance ſelf, and cruſh others;and - 
.,- whenits views are croſſed, it break s out into wars and 
fizh:ings with tongue, pen, club, or ſword, and fills _ 
ſocieties,countries, or kingdoms, wich confuſion, blood, 
or deſolation. Luxury draws perſons in many ways 
; to waſte their eſtate, health and time, under a notion 
+ Xs of pleaſure, and often brings. on a {peecy, if not an- 
EM bie death, and an axgroveted, nee 1 
f 
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- Yet thoſe who thus weary Themſelves to commit i int⸗ 
city, ofcea treat ſuch as enemies who wauld labour 


to convince, them ofand turn them from this dreadful 


Aavery. Every company ſounds with complaints of _ z 
bardtimes ;—detts,and want of means to pay them: wheres || 
as had we the means that have been conſumed. upon 


theſe luſts, among us in ten years paſt, and could we 


#ſe them, and not abuſe them, we ſhould be as happy 5 c 
as any people on eatth: but in vain do we look for ti 
peace while we harbour ſuch enemies ; or for liberty, - 2 

while we yield dur ſelves to ſerve fin, and are not in 2 6 
earneſt to improve all goſpel means to ſearch out theſe 5 P 


5 erwel foes. 1 ſpeak not thus becauſe I am free of 


blame therein. No, rather, (as Col. Gardiner ſaid) 


| becauſe 1 have been ſo Kane; b-fooleg by them. t! 
YI 1 
We glory much in our liberty of conſrience 3 yet how.” 'F 
litile is that underſtood among us? The true na- b 
ture of it is, hen we have delivered our ſentiments 1 * 
and the grounds of chem ; then to ſay. with Paul; | 4 
Judge ye woat I /ay, But what i is more common than 3 
for us to go a ſtep further, and judge for others as | » 
well as our ſelves, and if they do not concur with —n 
our judgment, to treat them with contempt or abuſe? {|} 
Tea, and civil privileges, or juſt dues are often witheld, II 
only becauſe others ſentiments differ from ours. All. = 
the difference between this and ancient perſecution i oP: 4 
that ben the iyrant was upon the throne, but now he 1. 
is come down to the footſtool; 3 then he took away life; e 
1 - 5 | Ss 1. 
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* Good e men nallow (they fay) - „ th 


but muſt be underſtood, h N Ce 
To ſay as they themſelves do ſay 3 | +=. 
_ erelle it can't be good, | 
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Wie F 1175 will Produce 20 with. : * 
but now he is reſtrain -d from going ſo far. Paul fays, 
N. Eat forever. is reproved is made manifeſt by light, 
Other methods therefore than holding forth light, or 
ſpeaking the trutb in love, have not a good, bot evil 
tendeney. Since T have veatdred thus tar, l will pro- 
ceed a little farther, and obſerve. that as to chriſtian 
union, Jobn loved the ſaints in 1he truth ; and we are 
commanded 10 love the truth and peace. Therefore 
to purſue peace with all men, as far as we can conſiſt- 
ent with tralb, is an incumbent duty: but to wrong 
the 1#uth for peace; to wrong our own copſticnces to 
picale — is an awful ort of —_— } 


The prince of peace calls to arms againſt fin, and 
there is no diſcharge i in this war, any more than in that 
which will come by and by. No, the Prince declares, 
Hie that is not with me, is again ne. Surely then my 
| brethren, it is high time io awake out of lep, and cat 
| off ihe works of das Ine ſi, and put on the armor of light + 
and no longer follow our blind inclinations, or others 
inticements, becaufe we don't know this or that to be 
wrong; but purſue what we do know is right: and 
make this our daily cry, & That which I fee not teach 
itou me, if I have done iniquity, I will de no mere. 
Does the multitude of inward and outward foes cauſe 
thee to cry, Alas, what ſhall we do? the anſwer is rea- 
dy, Fear not; fer they that be with u, are more than 
bey that be with them The Lord tells Us What the. 
controverſy is, and that all ſhall know the ifiue of it; 
fays he, they bat! know whoſe word: ſhall Band, min: * 1 
or theirs. ¶ He calls us to truſt and obey his word, 
tho“ rulers, fathers, mothers, wife or chil: dren fay the 
contrary 3 and cho we looſe houfe, lands, or lite in 


tur 


2 „ Mat. 12. 30. : : 7 q 7 Rom. 1310, 12. C 1 3 
L 2 Kin. © 6. 15, "Gs — Ss Jer. 44: 286; 


\ — I 


the 1 : And 5 wa will: turn from d \ for ang. = | 
or ail of theſe, CANN or be Cy" 8 wag,” ä 
Woridly em "T6; This i is too much, and when 
it comes to the trial, many go away ſorrotmful, not be- 
dog able to endure fo great 4 fight of affliction. But 
Faith computes things quite in another line, I remem- 
ber a ſtory. of a great commander, that when an ac- 
count of his army was brought to him, in order io 
ſhew that their number was not ſo great as their ence. 
mies, he ſays, © And how many thouſands did you 
reckon we for”. Unbelief leaves the capigin of e 
| ſalvation out of the account: but faith views him as 
all in all, fo that if it fees, violence, iniquity, and grei- 
wance, fo that the law is lacked, and Jucgment doth 
not go forth, becauſe the wicked doth tompaſs about 
"tbe righteous : yet it ſees is glory:gover the beavens, 
and the earth was full of ut praiſe. HE ftogd-'and 
meaſured the earib, a». bebeld and draus aſunder the 
nation, and ſcatters the mountains and bills. ISG wa | 
are everlaſting, Then let natures ſupplies all tail; 
yet the believer will, 275 in the God of bis ſolvation, | 


* 1 2—4 & 3 3, 6 "ag 17s 18, 


| | Faith purs (If out = the 1 2 a cries, 2 
\ | Zora 1t i, nothing with thee to help. whether with | 
many, or with them lat have no power : beip u O f| + 
Lord our God; ſor we ref? on thee, and in thy namꝭ 
we go ogainſt "the multituce : tO Lord, thou, art cur | 
God, lit not man prevail agai! ſt THFE. In this may 
go 8 | 0:4 * e wax valient in fg, 
and 
17 Lak. 14 26, 27- be 


: 5 1 4 5 . — * 
* — * | - * * 


Th 17 
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and hear what I ſhall lay, 


| Know then true courage there doth dwell, | 


1 ker To „ fight a an bons ene * 
Chron." 14. 9. 11. Every believer has the ſaerek 
chree, the armies of heaven, and all the good mer” 
upon earth on his fide 3 and divine power and faiths 
fulneſs have engaged to make all che arcemprs both 
of his carnal and ſpiritual 'foes* fo Work tor his 
good. * While the unbelievers party conſiſts of the 
E of darkneſs, and a multitude of worm wha _ 
are cruſhed 1 2e moth, Jude 6, Job. 4. 19. Ile 
is high time therefore for us all to have done both * 
with lukewarmneſs and cowardice in this cauſe; 


and while many are extolling the courage of carnal „ 


men, let us be valien jor ihe iruth pen the gar! KS 
8 Rom 8. 28 ? Cor. 4 1. | 


2 N 


4 Jer. 9. 3 | . : . 
Hark oo BER you carnal men, 


* your own dialeR, and then 


you no longer ſtay. OY 7 2 oC 


2 You talk ſometimes of valour uch 
and count thoſe bravely man'd, 
Who will not ſtick to have a touch 
wich any in the land. 


Tho' you dare crack a cowards crown, 1 e AS 5 

or quarrel for a Pin, | _ 

You dare not on the wicked frown, = Lak 
nor ſpeak again{? their 1 . 4 EB * 


where men engage for God, 
1 the devil, death, and hell, 
and 12 che wickeds Tod, 
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